Journal Entry

7/27/02

Found a single thoracic vertebra at the A4/A6 boundary in the backdirt.  Another thoracic vert was recovered from the sidewall in the same location several days earlier.  Probable burial.

Kara sifted the last of the fill from L4027 for bone fragments and headed down the hill to help with burials in Area F.  Starting day cleaning up around L4029 and continuing to expose the burial.

Note (end of day) – Found a good size piece of charcoal in the burial fill.  Suitable for AMS dating.  Not sure if it’s big enough to date using conventional C-14.  This is a fill context above the level of the actual skeleton.  Association good but not perfect.

Also finding numerous pieces of clay daub. Predominately white, but also some yellowish or mustard colored fragments.

Update- Some of the pottery in the burial fill is Early Iron Age cook ware (Lynn, Bradley).  Burial appears to cut through other deposits and carbon may be earlier than the burial.

Things get complicated.  Was brushing up trench for photo and uncovered a new burial in L4028.  Definitely human.  Oriented E-W parallel to L4029.  Adult.

L4029 appears flexed and seems to be sitting in a pit of softer dirt.  Not clear if the margins are older, compact fill into which the burial was cut or if they represent deliberate construction.  Will share a common border with 4034.

Extended the burial to expose initial foot bones.  Had to cut a 25x25cm section of 4032 away to make room.  Also exposed some area around the neck of the jar and took photos.  The jar is broken and sits high and a bit east of the foot of the burial.  Appears to rest on or immediately above/adjacent to the burial fill, but not in it.

Update – 

1. The pot appears to be an Early Iron Age cooking vessel (Lynn, Bradley)

2. Pieces of the pot were recovered from the fill associated with burial 4029.

3. Very likely that the burial, which has 3 bracelets typical of the Roman/Hellenistic period (so labeled in Dyarbikir museum), cut through the Iron Age deposits.

Note to self – Think about the possibility of erosion and its affects on the deposits found at the top of the Tepe.

