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Sketched in plan view of trench as seen at opening.  Took opening elevations.  Note that soft area of dirt labeled a continuation of 4031 is definitely more visible early in the morning.

The hard, mud-brickl type fill seems to continue fairly uniformly along the south margin of the trench.  Hard to make much of it at present.  Could bea melted feature such as a wall, but it may have also extended farther north and been more uniform.  Can’t tell now since burials and bioturbation have churned that area up.  There was also that large amount of oven fill in the NE portion of the 2x4m block we’re now working in (4037, 4020, 4039, etc.).

On to the “cyst tomb”.  Removed the large surface rock of 4013 and the smaller rock immediately north.  Revealed an underlying surface of hard packed dirt. This dirt formed a layer 2-3cm thick that peeled off an underlying surface quite easily.  Part of the underlying surface is another large rock.  Other material may be formed mud brick.  At  the very least, these are areas of smooth, compact, and somewhat homogenous dirt.  Hard, but not too hard.

After removing the large flagstone or capstone, I cleaned out a fair sized area of fill associated with 4040.  Exposed what looks to be one definite mud-brick and nearby fill that may be bricks or decomposed brick fill.  Also exposed several courses of stone and another very large, flat piece of rock only slightly smaller than the one previously removed.  Although there may still be a burial under this, it looks very much like an architectural feature and may well be the NW extension of some feature running into 4037.  I say this only based on the current amount of rock debris currently exposed in that area.

