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Excavation of loci 17, 27, 23 and 26 has found harder soil in the south against the possible east-west wall. This harder soil has been designated as locus 29.

Pieces of pottery and bone are turning up, leading to a need for a change in locus in loci 17/27. The latter loci preserve a pattern witnessed in the southern portion of the trench, where reddish brown compact fills are confined to the eastern baulk whilst browner and looser fills occupy the western side of the trench. A north-south separation of the two loci is attested here also. 

The northern extreme of locus 26 contains substantial gravel and loose material with pottery and bone. It represents probable mixed material, similar to locus 2 since it is located near the spill line.

My general impression is that the increase in the concentration of pottery and bone in the above northern fills, together with the appearance of the wall slump in locus 29, signals the approach of a surface. Locus 29 especially forced a change in loci and it was found that loci 27 and 17 in fact gave way to a uniform fill below them, consisting of a broken up, clay-like layer full of mud brick debris, not dissimilar to locus 17. This has been designated as locus 28. Meanwhile locus 23 to the north continues as a fine brown fill.

Future work will aim to remove the white organic surface locus 21, followed by the removal of the wall locus 15 in the southwest corner of the trench, and finally the rest of the southern pedestal to the level of the northern fills described above. 

