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Work has restarted on locus 45 to define the bottom of wall 33, which will be followed by excavation of locus 42, a fill to the north. A solitary stone has turned up in locus 45 at the same level as green mud brick slump against the west section next to wall 33. This may signal an approaching surface.

The revised strategy is to level loci 42 and 45, remove wall 33 west in order to sample the sealed mud brick deposits beneath the stones. Locus 45 is producing metal, bone and obsidian, as did loci 29 and 40 above it.  Section cleaning in the west has shown a clear rubble/debris line on a slope at the seam between loci 42 and 45.

The mud brick slump at the base of locus 45 seems to be sealing a surface containing ash deposits and pottery. Locus 42 is being taken down to uncover and articulate more of the surface, which will become locus 46.

The mud brick slump seems to be forming a wall line, which arcs northwards from east to west. Locus 46 will therefore become the south side of this slump/wall whilst locus 47 will become the north side. Locus 47 is filled with pebbles, which are lodged in the earth, and cannot be saved or cleaned in situ, as with a regular surface.

Future excavations will focus on defining this pebble surface as well as the extent and character of locus 46.

