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Trench A8 was created in order to speed up the work in the step trench (formerly A2). It consists of a 10x2 meter trench with a number of steps. Work in the first week consisted of cleaning residual topsoil and sub-topsoil deposits, particularly in the bottom and top steps. Initial excavation of topsoil (locus 1) from the bottom step produced some artifacts but work stopped since the goal of cleaning was achieved. Once the work in locus 1 ended, excavation began in earnest in the top step. The top step begins at approximately the 15-meter mark, measuring from the summit of the Tepe. The topsoil of the entire trench was formerly excavated by E. Moseman as locus 2043. Sub-topsoil was excavated as locus 2 since loci number were designated according to new trench nomenclature. 

The first step proved to be difficult to read for the sheer abundance of mud brick debris and various lenses of fill of a variety of colors and textures. At this stage it appears that a wall runs out of the northern baulk (effectively the last step of A2) and crosses the section from north to south. This wall (locus 5) is relatively wide and composed entirely of mud brick of both green and red/orange brick. A further mud brick alignment is located parallel and east of locus 5, but it remains partially obscured by other fills and debris. Further excavation will focus on the elaboration of the walls and the association of these walls with potential surfaces, which have yet to come to light. 

Whilst the northern part of the step has been excavated practically to the level of the next step, the upper portion requires further excavation of sensitive layers.

Artifacts of particular note consist of one small, flat, rectilinear stone object with a perforation. This was though to be either a loom weight or a pendant. In addition to a number of Khabur pieces, characterized by black horizontal line decoration, two black burnished rim sherds were also recovered. The latter is commonly associated with Anatolian mountain ware. The two pieces – a jar and bowl rim respectively – were recovered from loci 4 and 7.

