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The closure of A8 has meant that work this week lasted only 2 days, on Sunday the 4th, and Tuesday the 6th of August. These two days focused further on the elaboration of wall 33 and its associated fills.

A mud brick foundation – locus 48 - on the west side of wall 33 was excavated. A clear series of mud brick courses became visible in the southern section behind locus 48. This seems to form part of the stonewall 33, following an identical strategy employed for the wall in A2. Both walls contain a mud brick component upslope with a stone component down slope at their foundations.

Surface/fill 46 and 47 on the north side of wall 33 were separated by mud brick slump dividing the trench into north and south. Pebble deposits further characterize locus 47 whilst locus 46 is distinct for its substantial ash pockets. As the excavation continued locus 46 migrated north to subsume locus 47.

The excavation of locus 48 uncovered the continuation of locus 46 to the south beneath the wall. Indeed the ash deposits become more regular beneath the wall and extend into the southern baulk. These deposits became locus 49 and were excavated by peeling each distinct and successive ash deposit, which are separated from one another by interspersing layers of brown fill. These deposits are taken to represent an earlier sequence than the wall, and may be associated with surfaces or oven dumping. Locus 49 produced substantial diagnostic pottery, carbon 14 samples, and lithic debitage. Importantly, a red stone, dice-like seal was recovered on the final afternoon.
