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We dug another 20cm of topsoil in the 8-12m step.  We started at the 8-10m mark and will continue down the slope. We also began to cut down the last hardest bit of L3 and found an area of very dark, hard clayey flaky fill in the SW corner.  Its possible that this is mudbrick.  We shave a few cm off the top where there was a change in soil color from a lighter brown to a darker reddish brown.  When you look at the south baulk there seem to be a few dark red bricks (7.5YR 5/4 Brown) in section on top of some grayer ashy fill.  There are many ashy parts and we found a large carbon sample L3 KT 15 in the SW corner of the locus.  We cut about 10cm out of a softer area of L3 in the North half meter.  We changed bags to avoid mixing.  We are probably at the beginning of some jumbled structure.  In the locus we found some small cobbles and some large potsherds right next to them in the North half of the locus.  We will keep this area as L3 because these new bricks and mixed ash and plaster start at the beginning of the locus and they are already mixed.  

We will go down another 20cm in topsoil at 8-12m today, hopefully level another step and get past the top soil in that area. We decided to cut the last bit of  L3  in half east to west and dig in the east first.  We have been finding lots of heavily fired pottery sherds.  The inside of the sherd is burnt so black that it is hard to distinguish it from black ash and the outside is burnished.  As we dug down in the east half  we found some baked clay bits in the SE corner at the baulk,  a little was mixed in the fill.  There are also lots of very small ash bits and pebbles in the fill.  We found some fill that is very much like the mudbricks we can see in the baulk but it was only fill.  Finished digging the east half of the locus and looked at the section.  It appears about 10cm down there is a large ashy layer that we can also see in the baulk.  We decided to shave 10cm off of L3’s SW corner.  The ash appears to span the south baulk and it is not dark grey it is brown grey.  We weren’t able to flatten the 8-12m step today but it should only need another 30cm.  

