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Today we sprayed the South baulk of the top step and saw that we had cut through a small wall that seals some grey ash areas.  Close to the SE corner there is a well defined brick with a slightly white plaster looking surface.  Just below this is a large grey brown ashy layer.  We have a piece of L3 left over at the SW corner from yesterday that we will begin to cut down today. 

Before breakfast we made a goal to cut down part of the first step, which is about 1m tall and 2m wide.  This area was previously L4 but it was closed today.  Realizing that L4 is not different than the red brown fill in L2, I renamed the locus L2 to chop down this mix of topsoil and red brown soil.  So on the day plan L4 is both beneath and above L3 but in the end they are equal in stratigraphy.  So in this section of L2 at the Northern edge of the top step of the A9 step trench we decided to cut away the left over topsoil and wash and move closer to the south baulk to good contexts.  We cut in sections or probes to see what will be coming up.  We started with a .5m x .5m section at the NW corner of the step, we managed to finish 2 x .5m section before breakfast. We finished digging L2 about a meter away from the potential context in L3.

In L3 we dug a 20cm wide piece of the leftover ashy soil from yesterday.  It appears there is more red brown soil beneath the ash but it is darker than the fill in both L2 and L4.  We will level the area tomorrow.  We will also continue to push back at the north edge of the top step until we can see anything new in the section, L2.  

I also hope to cut down more of the topsoil at the edge of the trench at the 12-16m mark.  

