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We opened a small sounding at the NE corner of L8 and cut about .30m down (.30m wide x .80m long).  The sounding extended from the NE corner behind the wall in L7 to the beginning of the very hard area of mudbrick collapse found yesterday in the SE corner of L8.  We found two more of the wall’s courses of red and green brick and a very compacted clayey fill just below the last visible row of bricks.  Below that appears to be another ashy surface.  At the west wall of the section we can see that the mudbrick debris surface we are currently on is just above another ashy layer.  On the south wall of the section we found that the very hard mudbrick slump with pebbles at the SE corner is only about .05m thick, it may have been part of a wall but is to thin to be a structure.   Lower down we found some more of the ash layer.  Against the east baulk the difference between ash and mudbrick collapse is less discernable.  We decided to move west down from the sounding in L8 and using a trowel try to pop off the mudbrick collapse resting on top of the ashy fill.  We got across the trench but the ashy fill stopped very close the sounding and did not continue.  Picked up more samples of plaster and green rocks in separate bags KT 14 –15.  

I closed L9 because it was basically some ashy fill in some large animal burrows.  So when we were picking off the fill in L8 we stopped at the area of animal burrows along the west baulk and cleaned them out using new KT bags 16-17.

We changed locus on the hard packed mudbrick with pebbles in the SE corner to L10.  We cut about half of the locus in section .05m to see if there area any brick lines.  We didn’t see anything coherent and left that locus to concentrate on other things.  

We cut back the SW corner of the baulk to try clean them for baulk drawing, found a few sherds of pottery and called them L11.  

We opened L12 as fill north of the wall in L7 was trying to clean the fill above what I thought were mudbricks in the area.  When we went down .05m I couldn’t find the lines anymore. Either there never really were any bricks or we chopped through them, so we will consider L12 as the fill north of the wall in L7.  

Feeling a bit trapped in the south side of the wall in L7, I decided to begin to cut back in L2 at the edge of the first step.  We cut about 2m x .5m and leveled it to the top of the second step.

I scraped around the wall in L7 to see if I could articulate it better on the south side.  Found that the bricks probably continue as one entity spanning the trench east to west at least three rows wide.  Scraped some more at the center of the wall found in L8 but these were in situ, took a picture.  Judging from the thickness of the plaster and its relationship to the wall it could be mortar, but we cannot be certain it is plaster until we cut down the wall.  In sum we excavated all over the trench in L8 fill south of the wall, L10 hard clump of fill with pebbles at SE baulk south of wall, L12 fill north of wall, and L2, red brown topsoil at front edge of first step, while opening L11 as a baulk cleaning locus.

