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We cut a 1 x .5m sounding about 30cm down at the edge of the front step as L16.  We opened the locus because we wanted to separate this edge of the step as a sounding that we could dig quickly to find new contexts.  We will continue to dig at the southern 2m of the trench while cutting back the step until the two entities meet and we find some thing other than red brown fill.

We sprayed the section we cut out of the north face of the wall in L7 and decided that the bricks did end on top of some thick clayey fill, which is on top of an ash layer.  We will dismantle the wall in three loci, L7 is the wall, L17 is the compacted fill, and L18 is the ash layer.

We cut down the wall in L7 and took two samples of mudbrick from the center and east sections of the wall.  After taking all the bricks down we changed locus to L17, which is the hard packed fill beneath the wall.  We cut down 1 section of  L17 at the west baulk and l section at the center just in case we saw more bricks in the fill, but there were none.  Then we leveled the area leaving the ash pedastalled.  I believe that locus 17 is equal to the hard packed mudbrick debris fill in L14.  We can see in the south and west baulk that the fill is similar and at the same stratigraphic level.  

We changed the ash area to L18 and cleared it to the level of L15, which is the ashy fill we found continuing north of the wall.  Upon further examination, the entire south 2m of the trench are part of this ash layer so I close L13 and L15 and made them all part of L18.  L13, L15, L18 are all equal to each other.

Summary: Cut a small sounding at L16, still in eroded fill.  Cut down rest of L7 took samples found plaster.  Changed to L17 as hard fill beneath wall, equal to L14, cut in sections then took the rest of locus off and left L18, ashy fill, pedastalled.  Cleared pedastalled L18 and changed entire first 2m of trench to L18 ashy fill, L18 is equal to L15 and L13.  

