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I cut a 1 x 1m sounding at the NE corner of L18 down about 20cm.  We found a very hard clayey soil with pebbles and pot sherds at the bottom, similar to L10.  We continued to the south baulk until we saw a few mudbrick like pieces at the far SE corner of the trench.  We left those pedastalled and cut around them about 10cm extended that cut to the west baulk.  As we were cutting down adjacent to the west baulk, we found a lot of white plaster looking stuff but was actually a reed impression similar to the early layers of reed impression in Trench A8.  We slowly picked off the surface with trowels and found that we had very little of it and that it is not well preserved.  We cleaned off the area, took a few samples for flotation and photoed.  Once everything was clear we changed locus to L19, which is the reed impression itself, and L18 is the fill above the reed impression. 

L19: The reed impression feature that starts about .43m from the south baulk and extends due north about 1.07m at the south have it dips downward then rises over a slope in the north.  The fill on top of the impression, L18, is soft and ashy and we picked it off in chunks with a trowel.  The positive side of the impression on L18 is much better preserved than the impression itself in L19.  We took samples of these chunks in L18 for flotation.  Because we cut a section about 12cm lower in elevation right next to L19 in L18 we can see that the impression does not continue any deeper. 

We will change the loci surrounding L19 tomorrow.

We also leveled the section of L16 that we cut on the previous day, but we are still in mixed fill.  

Summary: cut a 1 x 1m sounding at NE corner of L18, moved to west half of locus and found parts of reed impression, changed to feature L19, leveled L16 section.

