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We cut down the rest of L20 at the SE corner of the trench, scraped around and found the edge of a pit.  The pit extended under L22 after we picked off some chunks of soft earth in L22 and found more of the ash beneath them. We changed the soft ashy area of the pit to L23 and extended L22 to encompass the hard fill around the pit.  The pit appears to extend .70m x 1.16m in L23.  

We continued to cut back another .5m in L16.  We were cutting in small chunks hoping we would find something new without cutting too much off of it.  We found ash at the very bottom of the east half of the step so we cut down the first .20 x .20m above the ash looking for a further change of soil in the upper levels of the step, we found an area of harder soil.  We started to cut back the west section of L16 to find the rest of ashy fill we found in the east section.  Before we could level the area we found 2 large cobbles on top of each other and a large pot sherd floating above the cobbles but not connected to them.  We cleaned and photoed the area just in case we were coming upon a surface.  We cleared the cobbles and pot sherd and cut past it to straighten the step.  The ash layer appears to be much thicker in the west half of the step.

In L12 we cut about 5-7cm off the top of the buffer between L22 and L16 to get to the ash layer below.  We mixed some of the ash left over from previous loci at the south border of L12 with the harder fill of L12.  

L22 and L23 seem to be a real pit not just ash mixed with mudbrick collapse.  After digging about 10cm down in L23 it appears that we are at the bottom of the pit but I will have dig a section of the pit to confirm this.  L22 appears to be a very hard mudbrick like fill surrounding the soft pit of L23 but I do not see any mudbrick lines.  

Summary: Closed L20 found soft pit below changed to L23.  L22 is surrounding hard fill area, like mudbrick but there are no lines.  Dug .10m of L23 and reached what might be bottom of the pit.  Finished cutting back L16 found more ash in section, cut down .05m of L12 to get to the level of the ash, mixed some ash with hard fill.  

