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We dug the east half of the pit in L23 about .15m and found some very soft loose ashy fill.  This fill is unique because it had a lot of fine white shreds of organic material to make the over all color of the ash a light pinkish grey, 7.5YR 6/2 pinkish grey.  The ash was so soft and light that it felt more like powder than ash.  We took 2 soil samples for flotation.  At the bottom of the .15m section of the east half of L23 we found some very small river pebbles in a round pile about 7cm wide.  Many of them were mixed with the surrounding ash and dispersed.  While troweling the ash we also found a good concentration, about 10-15 small clam shells from the Tigris River.  This is the largest concentration of shell so far seen in the trench.  These shells were later given to the animal bone expert for analysis.  We also took samples of very dark clumps of brown, 10YR 4/2 Dark grayish brown, organic material.  These samples do not appear burnt they just look like very rich soil.  We also took samples of the white clay that is used for plaster, there were some nice large chunks in this area.  All told, we dug out .20cm down in the east half of L23 and then moved to the west half.

The west half of L23 is much more compacted than the east half which was basically ash.  We tried to pick off the hard packed earth with a trowel thinking that there was some of the soft ash directly beneath, which is what we saw in section while we cut down the east half.  It appears that as you move closer to the west baulk the hard packed area moves deeper and deeper.  The clumps of earth that came off when we troweled, came off like mudbrick in uniform chunks, but they were just harder pieces of the ash.  We found some good samples of the white shreds of organic material pressed in these hard chunks of fill, they looked very similar to reed impression chunks taken out in L19.  The white organic material was much more like ash in that it could be brushed off parts of the fill while the other stuff in L19 was imbedded in the fill.  We dug very slowly in this area trying to decipher the mixes of unusual fill.  It finally became easier to leave it and work in another area for a while.

We opened L24 as a mixed ashy and compacted fill the first .50 of the edge of the step.  We changed to this locus after taking down a bit of L12 yesterday and finding that it was more ashy than we had anticipated so we opened this mixed locus below L12.  We found that some parts of the locus were very compact and some were very loose.  We cleared all of the soft fill and found that the hard mudbrick like sections became slightly terraced.  After clearing the soft ashy fill we found that the hard packed mudbrick like fill resembled L22, the wall around the pit.  We opened L22 below L24 and closed L24.

We cut a section of L22 running along the west baulk from the west corner of the pit in L23 all the way to the end of the L22.  We cut the section to the level of the section we cut out yesterday at the Northeast corner when we were trying to confirm the edges of the pit.  The first meter was very hard mudbrick like fill that had to dug with a big pick. The first few pieces of the hard fill came off in chunks to reveal very dark brown spots just beneath.  These spots are similar to the dark brown organic material we took out of the east half of the pit L23.  These spots were so soft that they were easily swept away or smudged so it was difficult to see any sort of pattern.  We managed to find a bit of the texture of this material on a chunk of fill that was picked off, it is possible that this is a burnt reed impression.  We took a few good samples for flotation.  

After the first meter we reached an area of soft ash at the very north end of L22.  This ash was more similar to previous ashy fill loci and not at all like the white ash coming out of the pit.  While digging the area we found a lot of large animal bones.

We went back to L23 at the end of the day and cut out .20cm further west in the pit and straightened the section.  We also found a lot of large animal bones in this section of the pit, more so than in the east half.  We will level the pit tomorrow and the surrounding fill in L22.

Summary: L23 we found very soft powdery ash with white shreds of organic debris, took lots of samples of unusual fill clumps and found lots of shell near a small river rock installation.  Also found lots of large animal bones.  West half of L23 is much more compact as you move to the wall in the west baulk, cut most of the area level to the east half of the locus.  Found chunks of fill with what looked like reed impression, took samples.  Cut a section of L22 wall around pit, very hard had to use a big pit, found dark burned spots that looked like burned reed impression.  Opened L24 as mixed ashy and hard fill adjacent to north edge of L22.  Cleared all of the soft ashy fill and revealed terraced compacted fill similar to mudbrick and exactly like fill in L22.  Changed area to L22. Cleared northwest corner of L22 and found more ashy fill.

