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Between the 4 and 8m peg we opened L25 below L16 as eroded tepe fill.  We decided to change locus because I thought I detected a slight change in color and I wanted to isolate this area for digging.  In the end, L25 equals L16.  We started digging in this area because the south baulk is becoming very tall and a little unsafe.  We wanted to add a new step close to the good contexts at the south baulk so we could dig deeper in those good contexts.  Between the grey ashy area at the edge of L12 and the eroded fill we made a slight buffer to make sure we didn’t cut into the contexts we will clean back this area and hopefully have the ashy fill start the new south baulk.  We dug about .50m in the entire 4-8m section and will continue down until we find something different.  So far the fill adjacent to L12 is more compacted than the fill at the edge of the step.  In this locus today we gathered over 4 large bags of pottery and 2 bags of large animal bones.  We also had a small find door post stone that was just sitting in the fill in the middle of the step as well as half a spindle whorl.

In the pit in L23 we scraped around and found some more stuff that looked like white reed impression at the east half of the pit.  It was sporadic and poorly preserved.  We cleaned off the area and took pictures but we lost the picture.  The white reed impression bits were only in the east half of the locus.  This half of the locus also appeared to be a soft surface, there were flat lying sherds and areas that were much more compact than previous levels, but still softer than the west half of the locus.  We scraped in the west half of the locus and found that the very hard clay in the wall we cut down in L22 at the baulk was still there.  So most of the floor of the pit was compacted fill, not ash.  

We changed locus in the floor of the pit from L23 to L26 and went down 10cm in the whole locus to confirm we were at the bottom of the pit.  We did this at the end of the day so I have not had time to look at where we are.

Summary: opened L25 below L16 as eroded fill at the end of the first step got lots of artifacts, L25 is equal to L16, scraped in L23 and found some reed impression, changed L23 to L26 as bottom of pit and went down 10cm.

