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In L25 we cut back another half meter below L22 to get closer to the contexts at the north edge of L22, the ashy fill.  We reached the ashy fill and found an area that looks like a possible surface a few centimeters from the bottom of L25.  There are some large sherds and some pebbles and we pulled a nice basalt ground stone out of the section.  We stopped digging the locus because we now want to push down on the top of the step to get to the surface. 

In L26 we flattened the west half of the hard compact clay at the bottom of the pit in L23 to see the section better.  We cut 10cm off the locus yesterday but there was some more cleaning needed to fully see what was in the area.  It is still much harder in the west half of the locus than the east.  We found a large flat lying animal jaw at the SW corner of the locus and also some flat lying sherds.  This area looks like a possible surface.  We stopped digging L26 because it was confirmed that we are indeed below the bottom of the pit, so we covered the area to make sure not to mix the fill adjacent.  Unfortunately the animal jaw was smashed in situ so we put the pieces in the bone bag, the sherds are still there.  

In L22 we leveled the wall against the west baulk to the pit that was pedastalled and found a small grindstone and some scattered cobbles at the level of a cobble found a few days ago.  They range in size from .10m to .25m.  We decided to come down another 10-15cm to see what is below these cobbles and found more cobbles, not very organized.  There was one door post stone (a flat stone with a hole in it) which we will leave in situ until we can see if it is associated with any surfaces.  I went away and came back and found that the workers had picked up some more cobbles without my permission, I am not sure where they were situated but from what they described, the cobbles were scattered randomly.  We came down a few centimeters around some long thin cobbles at the NW corner of the locus.  There are two of these long thin cobbles one of which has a very flat surface, the other is in the west baulk.  They lie parallel to each other as if it was a make shift table.  We left those cobbles pedastalled for tomorrow.  It is interesting to note that we found a lot of obsidian along the west baulk near these cobbles.  

L27 was opened below L22 and L16 between the 2m to 3m peg as mixed ashy and compacted fill.  We started digging about 5cm and found a small sloping surface at the northeast side of the locus extending west about half a meter.  The surface slopes down north and the artifacts appear to be large animal bone and potsherds.  The artifacts are stamped into the fill that is very compacted clayey loam.  It is difficult to dig the fill above the surface because it is so compacted we have to use hand picks and then a trowel to articulate the surface.  So far we have not uncovered any more of the surface.  We found the ash in this surface is very similar to the ash in L23, light grey soft powder with shreds of white organic material.  We also got some great chunks of carbon samples.  

Summary: extended L25 under L16 until we reached ashy fill, saw in section that we are we will be hitting a surface in the adjacent locus.  L26 we flattened area cut down yesterday and found that we may have a surface coming up.  L22 cut back pedastalled area against west baulk found some cobbles and lots of obsidian.  Opened L27 as mixed ashy fill between below L22 and L16.  Found a sloping surface at the NE edge of the new locus also found some ash similar to ash in pit L23.

