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In L22 we cut down the pedastalled pit wall at the east baulk all the way to the level of L26, the bottom of the pit in L23.  We now have a clear view of the edge of the pit on both the east and west sides.  As with the west section of the pit, the east section shows that the pit bows outward slightly as it reaches the bottom.  We continued digging L22 to straighten the south edge so that it no longer followed the edge of the pit.  We found a lot of obsidian in this locus.  We also found a small ashy spot in the center of the locus on the south border.  We stopped and brushed for a photo and found the top of a bowl in a hole that we thought was an animal burrow.  The fill had already been mixed a little with the brushing and trowelling so the fill inside the bowl was not salvageable.  We cleaned the area around the bowl, but the bowl was very delicate fine ware so we could not leave it in situ.  We found some large cooking pot sherds directly below the bowl, these sherds appear to be from the same pot.  We decided to articulate and take the bowls out today to avoid destroying them further.  We took photos as we articulated it and picked it up the pieces of the two different bowls as two different KT numbers 1 and 2 in L28 which we opened below L22 as a pot smash locus.  We wanted to separate L28 because we were not sure if the pots were on a surface, also the fill around the potsmash was very ashy compared to the surrounding compacted fill of L22.  The ashy spot continued toward the potsmash area.  The ash is similar to the pit in L23, loose grey ash with shreds of white organic material.  The ash comes off in compacted chunks so we took a few samples.  Also found pieces of reed impression, which we photographed in situ.  We took a few samples of the negative side of the impressions.  Then we took off the pot smash.

We went back to L22 and peeled back the area around the pots looking for a surface.  We found that a surface with sherds lying on top extends about .70m further from the south edge of L22 but stops just before it reaches L27.  We opened this surface below L22 as L29.  

In L27 we came down about .05m in the areas north of the surface at the NE corner we found yesterday.  We did not find anything to indicate it continued so we changed locus to L30 and started picking up the pieces of bone and pottery.  As we removed the surface we found that it continued south on less of a slope than originally thought.  I guess momentum took hold and we cleared the whole surface, which means we did not get opening elevations for the southern part of the surface.  My estimations for these elevations on my locus sheet would only be wrong by a few centimeters.  We excavated it very carefully and made sure to look through all of the fill for small finds and artifacts.  The reason we did not screen is because the chunks of fill were too hard to make screening useful, none of the surface was on top of ashy fill, it was imbedded in the hard fill.  We found a stone bead and 4 carbon samples, the whole area is full of carbon samples.  Once we had cleared everything we swept and photographed the area.  I noticed in the SW corner of the locus adjacent to the cobbles in L22 that there was a large mud brick, I could only see one so we sprayed and saw that there was possible green mud brick debris just north of the red brick.  We photographed the area and will investigate further tomorrow.  

Summary: Cut down pit wall at east baulk in L22, started to level area of L22, found pot smash, L28, which was on top of surface, L29 with a dark ashy area at west half of locus.  L27 cut back area south of surface at north edge of step, surface did not continue.  Began picking up surface as L30 and found more surface heading straight to the south baulk.  Picked up south half of surface without elevations but have estimated opening elevations for this region.  Also found mud brick at SW corner of L27.  

