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We began cutting back L22 and took out some of the cobbles that were pedastalled yesterday at the SW corner of the locus near the west baulk. We left the two large cobbles that form a table at the NW corner of the locus because they may be associated with the mud brick in L27.  We found large spots of clay and lots of obsidian.  For the last three days we have found a lot of obsidian in the west half of L22.  We photographed some of the obsidian in situ today.  It appears that the surface in the abutting L29 does not continue further west from yesterday’s boundary.  We cut a 1m x 1m section at the west baulk and have found a few more cobbles under the original cobbles but nothing that looks like a structure.  

We opened L31 today as fill below the surface in L30.  We cleared a few centimeters of fill and found another surface, which we could see in the section we cut in L25.  The surface, L32 is very hard packed clayey loam and the artifacts are stamped into the floor, so the floor and the artifacts are part of the same matrix.  

This is not true of L29.  We realized that the pottery on top of L29 surface was not stamped into the floor but laying on top of the floor.  When we picked up the pot smash yesterday as L28 we found that is was on top of the surface in L29 so the pottery we pick up today off the surface is part of L28 because it is laying at the same level as the pot smash.  The surface in L28 and L29 is as follows.  A hard packed clayey loam with flat lying sherds, mostly cooking pots, and also a large dark ash spot which may be a fire pit or hearth near the center of the south edge of the locus.  We first picked up the pottery, there were no other artifacts laying on top of the surface then took the whole area down about .05m to the bottom of the dark ash spot and closed the locus.  The fill was the identical compact clayey loam below the surface.  We will open another locus to encompass the fill below the level of the surface in L29 as soon as bring the surrounding fill L22 to the same level.

In the southwest corner on L31 we scraped and sprayed because we found some mudbricks yesterday.  We cut a few centimeters next to the mud brick on the north side adjacent to the west baulk to see if we were on top of a wall.  We could only find one clean red brick, the rest were colored lines but not necessarily bricks we cut further around the red brick and found that its foundation was small cobbles about 7-10cm wide.  So far we have found a substantial number of cobbles at various elevations around the west half of the trench but there has not been anything to indicate a wall.  In section at the west baulk directly above the red brick and stone wall I can see the remnants of a wall with red and green bricks with an ash layer above it (see west baulk photos).  At the NW corner of L31 we found an area of flat lying debris a lot like the surface in L32 but as we scraped and picked the area we could not find a connection between the 2 areas.  While sweeping up this area and the adjacent L25 we came upon a large animal bone which we bagged in a separate bone bag in L25, although we did not dig in this locus today.

Summary:  L22 moved more fill, found more obsidian and cobbles.  L31 we cleared more fill and found another surface about 10cm below the last one.  L32 is surface stamped into hard compact clayey loam surface.  L29 is surface with sherds (L28) laying on top of it and a hearth at the south edge towards the center of the locus.  Cleared L31 at SW corner and found a mud brick with small cobble foundation, did not find any other parts of the wall.

