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We opened L40 at the east section of L37 which we cut yesterday as fill below the surface of L37.  We cleared the fill straight to the top of the second surface in L42, and found some reed impression just above the surface.  We photographed some in situ and took a sample.  We screened all of the fill in L40 looking for sub floor artifacts.  

In the surface in L37 we cleaned and took a level plan shot.  The articulated surface is nicely preserved with many very small colorful pebbles imbedded in the compacted fill.  

Here is the process we followed in taking off the surface:

1. pulled off sherds slightly pedastalled, KT 13

2. split the sections of surface for microanalysis for Andy, samples from the east section .30m are in KT 8 and samples from the west section .60m wide are in KT 9

3. all left over surface area was separated into bags for artifacts and all buckets were screened, the bags for the screened artifacts were separated as well


4. found 3 stone blade small finds

5. took 2 carbon samples from the surface

We cleaned the surface off and found fill beneath it.  We extended L40 to encompass all of the fill below the floor in L37.  We cleared the fill in L40 to the top of L42 new surface.  In the section it appeared that L40 may have been mud brick debris but it was not visible as we dug.  L42 is a sloping surface that moves up hill west.  There are only a cm or 2 of fill between L37 and L42 at the NW corner.  I was concerned that these were the same surfaces that eroded down the slope but there was fill separating them.  

In L36 we cleared some of the hard fill and cleaned up to see if there may be mudbricks in section.  We can see some dark red areas and the fill appears to be mud brick. 

For L39 I drew the final plan of the cobble foundation of the mud brick wall on my dayplan for 8/13/02 and started taking up the cobbles.  We left one large conglomerate rock in situ because it was deep in the baulk.  We scraped the area and changed locus to L41 as fill below the pedastalled wall.  We cleared L41 all the way to the level of L34 and then changed to L34 as a continuation of the fill south of the level of the surface L37.  The 2 pedastalled cobbles north of L37 were added to L38 as part of the thin red mud brick wall we cut down yesterday.  The cobbles are probably part of a foundation for the wall.  We shaved off the fill that looked like melted mud brick and then changed to L41 as the fill below the wall L39.  We cleared this to the level of L34 and found that the surface continues below the fill L41.  

It is my suspicion that the walls in L39 and L38 are part of the same wall that has eroded down the tepe, judging from the view in the west section of multicolored bricks melting down the slope of the tepe.  I also believe that the fill below those walls in L41 is part of an earlier phase of construction that continues next to the surface in L37 and L42.  After clearing these walls in L39 and L38 and the fill below them, L41, we found that there were darker areas of fill that looked like mudbricks.  But when we sprayed it was not as clear.  I have marked on my day plan where I think these areas of mud brick are and they are directly below the previous walls except that the west quarter of the surface extends further south than the previous surfaces L30 and L32 did.  I think the wall extends to the east baulk and makes a corner against the west border of the surface L37 which explains why the surface stops so abruptly at L36.  There may have been a pit which cut the east border of the wall which explains the soft mixed fill found in L36.  The hard fill left in L37 after we cleared the soft fill resembles crumbled mud brick.  

To confirm my theory about the wall that extends form the west baulk to the east baulk, I cut sections on the south side of the areas that looked like mud brick.  We took the rest of the fill down about .10m to see if I could see the bricks in profile.  We did this at the end of the day and it was difficult to see the results.  We must do further scraping and spraying in the area to see if there are bricks.

