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Final day of excavation

We opened L43 as an area of possible mud brick abutting L42 and below L34.  We left this area pedastalled against the surface in L42 yesterday to determine if we could see any brick lines.  None were visible so we started taking down the locus in sections.  We cut the center section first and found no bricks then the east and west sides simultaneously.  At the east border between L43 and L36 I saw some thing that might indicate mud brick, a line or darker red/slightly orange fill but it was hard to follow and we did not see it continue into L36.  Eventually we flattened the entire locus and changed locus to L44 below L43 and L34 as the fill abutting the surface L42.  While clearing L43 we found that the surface continued south under L43, most the of expansion took place at the center of the locus.  We closed L43 in these areas and opened L42 beneath. 

In L36 we scraped off the hard flaky fill at the top of the locus and found a grayer softer fill.  In section it looked like some possible mud brick, we photographed the area and took the locus down to the level of L44 and L42.  The fill in this area is now very soft and the outline of the pit is much more apparent.  It is because of this that I have once again changed my mind about L36 and will now call it a pit cutting all adjacent loci.  

We took final elevations and pictures and drew the final day plan.  The trench is now closed but the following loci have not been fully excavated:

1. L1 top soil at the southern most steps.

2. L25 is the slope wash at the south 4meters of the first step

3. L35 is the 1 x 2m area abutting L42 with mixed loose fill

4. L42 is a pebble and pottery sherd surface that has not been excavated.

5. L36 is a pit cutting the NE corner of L42 and L44

6. L44 is fill south of the surface in L42 that stops one meter before the baulk.  There is one Ubaid sherd lying in situ at the SE corner of this locus

7. L26 is the bottom of the pit with a possible surface coming up at the SW corner

