Weekly Trench Summary

Area A

Trench 9

Week 1

July 7, 2002

Trench A9 is located below A8 and is part of what used to be A2.  It is a step trench running down the North side of the Kenan Tepe mound.    Trench A9 is located 25m from the top of the tepe and ends at the 41m mark at the bottom of the tepe, the measurement for the entire trench is 2m wide by 16m long.  I will not be referencing areas in my trench by their relation to the top of the tepe.  I will  call  the first 1-4m of the trench the 1-4m step and so on. 

We began digging on July 2, 2002 in topsoil which is L1.  The topsoil is the same all the way down the mound so this locus will extend all the way down the mound.  

Below the topsoil is a reddish brown clayey loam soil that becomes shallower as you proceed north down the tepe slope.  The top layer of L2 looked like mudbrick debris and was riddled with animals holes and roots. At the first 1-4 meters of the trench the red brown soil is divided into soft, loosely packed parts (L4) and hard more compacted parts (L3).  The distinction between these two soil consistencies was not seen until we went down about 10-15cm in L2 at the top 1-2m of the trench.

L4 is located in the North .72m of 1-2m step.  Its is much softer reddish brown soil than the abutting L3 but as you go down about 15cm it becomes harder packed and almost identical to L3.  

L3 is the South 1.28m of the 1-2m step.  We excavated about 10cm of it but avoided the areas that are very hard and compact to investigate whether there are any mudbricks or a possible floor.  The hard packed soil area is located at the SW corner of the 1-2m step.

In the 4-8m step we have cut through all the topsoil (L1) and reached the reddish brown soil (L2).  In this area the soil is uniformly soft and loose but it is the same color and consistency as the top 1-4m of the trench.  

In the 8-12m section of the trench we have just begun to clear topsoil in L1.  We have dug about 40cm of the the 8-10m section.  

We moved a lot of topsoil this week but my goal is to have all of the topsoil removed from the entire length of the trench by the end of next week, and be low enough in the first 4m to get into contexts.  

