Weekly Trench Summary

Area A

Trench 9

Week 2

July 15, 2002

This week we shortened the size of my trench from 2m x 16m to 2m x 12m to make room for a 2m x 2m sounding at the very bottom of my trench.  We made the decision that it was not necessary to dig an further down the tepe slope because it is pretty much level by then.  So according to the datums on the east and west baulks of my trench I am located between the 26m and 37m marks.  

In L1 this week, I believed we cleared all of the topsoil from the whole trench.  Because I never really know this is true until I actually go back to dig in the area I have stopped the movement of topsoil, if we aren’t at the end of it, then we are very close.  So I will keep this locus open until we reach the last step.  

In L2, the red brown fill appears to become shallower and shallower as it descends down the tepe.  I believe it is fill that has eroded down the tepe that may have been part of an earlier structure somewhere at the top of the tepe, because it resembles mudbrick debris in some areas especially at the top step.  When we began to focus all of our attention on the top 1-4m step we split this locus into L3 and L4.  L3 is supposed to represent the harder more compacted areas of red brown fill beginning at the South baulk wall and extending another 1.24m North and L4 is the softer area about .5 wide abutting 

L3 at its north border.  After excavating the areas separately for a while, I realized the L4 was not any different than L2 so I set them equal to each other in stratigraphy.  I switched back to L2 from L4 when I began to take down large sections of the North edge of the top step to clear the topsoil and red brown fill.  This part of the locus is mixed with a mudbrick wall we chopped about a .5m out of.  We have been using the section we cut as a road map for excavating other loci.

L3 is the hard mudbrick slump material.  At least we thought it was slump.  In the baulk it appears we missed some well defined bricks in a continuous wall that spanned the South baulk of the trench.  One particular brick close the east baulk had a pale piece of floor surface directly below it.  Below that mudbrick wall is an ashy layer that extended from the west baulk and stops half way the west baulk, from that point the fill becomes mudbrick slump that is hard packed and filled with pebbles and burned pieces of pottery.  Interesting to note that in the pottery in this locus and the locus below it there are many pieces of blackend potsherds that are only black on one side the other is perfectly burnished coarse ware. Sometimes the pottery was so dark that I mistook it for charcoal.  

We changed from L3 to L5 because we were very close to the top of the mudbrick walls we saw in the section in L2 and thought that the soil was becoming less mixed.  Since we knew we were coming down on some contexts we decided that L3 was too mixed between mudbrick and ashy fill and we changed to preserve the contexts below.  L5 officially is the fill above the mudbrick wall L7, and the ash layer L6.  Obviously this is a mixed locus but once the two entities, wall and ash became very apparent we changed locus.

L6 is the ashy layer between the South baulk and the mudbrick wall in L7.  We started digging it in small section about 10cm down at a time.  Then because the soil was so soft in some spots and not soft in others we thought that it was a pit.  We changed bags and dug the area as a pit .20m deep with a trowel.  Found lots of clumps clay baked and burned that looked like bricks or former bricks.  We realized that the area was very mixed and not easy to define into soft and hard areas, it had to be an ash layer rather than a pit.  So we went back to digging 10cm at a time starting at the west baulk and working east.  Found 3 small finds after digging this locus and screening all of the fill, 1 figurine, a small clay vessel and a bead.  

Locus 7 is the mudbrick wall seen in section at the north edge of the top step.  I did not change to this locus until 7/13/2002 because all that I had were two bricks articulated at the NW corner.  I waited until the path of the wall was clearer until I defined the locus borders.  The wall starts at the west baulk and extends east but does not touch the east baulk.  It looks like we have at least 1 well preserved row of bricks and the rows alternated color from red brown clay loam with white specks, to light green clay loam, and a very hard light grey brick.  We will articulate the locus by digging on the other side of the wall in L6 until we reach the bottom of the bricks and look for a surface associated with the wall.  In L5 we cut a probe about 10cm north of the wall to find where the bricks end.  It appears the bricks descend below the level we are at now.  

In sum, we moved all of the topsoil out, and are now digging into contexts on the top step.  We will now clear away one step at a time till we reach the 12m peg.  

