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L6, which is the fill south of the wall in L7 was closed at the beginning of the week because the mudbrick debris and ashy fill became more separate entities.  When we looked at the baulk in the SE we saw that most of the mudbrick collapse was in this region so we changed the east half of L6 to L8 which is mostly mudbrick collapse mixed with ashy fill.  We changed the west half of L6 to L9, which is the mostly ashy fill mixed with mudbrick.  

In L7 this week we defined the wall and cut and sprayed and took many pictures of it.  It apprears to be at least 8 courses of two color bricks with a grey hard packed clay that resembles mudbrick as the bottom course.  This course may be poorly preserved or is a foundation for the wall.  We also discovered that the ash from L8 and L13 continue beneath the wall to its north side.  The wall appears to be directly on top of this fill.  We are currently articulating the north side of the wall for any surfaces or a continuation of the ash fill.

We opened L8 as an area of more concentrated mudbrick debris at the east half of the area south of the wall.  We opened it because we say that the east half of L6 was getting more and more mudbrick coming up as opposed to the west half of the locus that was more ashy.  We cleared a great deal of fill in L8 and eventually the locus continued to the west baulk because we found that a lot of the soft texture to the soil was coming from animal burrows within the mudbrick collapse.  We had thought the soft area was a separate locus so we opened and then closed L9 in the SW corner of L6 until we realized it was a burrow.  In L8 we found a great deal of plaster chunks, which were layered between mudbrick like pieces.  Each piece had a thick layer of white plaster at the top and some thinner lines of plaster between more layers of brick-like fill.  The plaster peels away perfectly from the fill.  I found it all over L8 and also found it in other loci, 12 and 13.  I also thought that I may have found it on the wall in L7, which lead me to think that the plaster was mortar but I can’t be sure until I actually chop down the wall.  We also found some greenish rocks that were like pieces of clay, I was told that this is the kind of rock used to plaster walls, it is mixed with water and then brushed onto the mudbrick walls of houses in the nearby villages.  I collected many samples of this in L8, 13, and 12.  After scraping around uncertainly for days we decided to cut a section about .30m x .80m about .30 deep to see what was below all of the mudbrick and ash mess.  We found a few more courses to the wall and a continuation of the ash layer beneath all of the mudbrick debris.  

L9 was originally opened as western half of the fill south of the wall in L7, below L6.  But after scraping around we found that ash was very mixed and was mostly mudbrick debris.  We took a few rock samples while we were scraping around of the green rock and the plaster when we first began to see it come up.  After scraping we realized that L9 is nothing more than a few large animal burrows at the SW corner of the trench.  We cleaned out the burrows and closed the locus.  

We opened L10 when we found some very hard fill mixed with lots of small rounded pebbles at the SE corner of L8.  Originally thought this area was a wall but it is too hard and full of pebbles.  Because of similar features found in Area C, I thought it might be related to metal working in some way, but upon further examination it was not the same substance as we found two years ago so most likely it is just extremely compacted clay.  We closed the L10 when found more ashy fill beneath it.  We picked off the mudbrick fill (L8) on top of the ash but the ash stopped at the center of the locus.  

L8 remained as a mixed fill locus for a while until we believed once again that the two kinds of fill were separate entities.  L13 became the ashy fill mixed with mudbrick collapse, which was predominantly in the east half of L8 and L14 is the west half of L8 where the mudbrick debris is more concentrated than the ash.  

In L13 we went down the bottom of the wall.  Originally the ashy fill was only in the east half of the area south of the wall but it eventually was uncovered in the entire area.  So L13 is now below L14.  The bottom of the wall in L7 is more ashy fill, and it appears to continue to the north side of the wall in L12.  This locus is still a mix of ash and mudbrick debris but currently it is mostly ash.  The hard spots of fill are concentrated at the south east and west baulk.  

L14 we opened at the west half of the mudbrick debris area south of the wall.  As we trimmed it back towards the west baulk we found more and more ashy fill, so this locus began to shrink.  At the center of the west baulk we hit upon mudbrick debris about .30m wide that was two different colors.  The north half was a green/grey mudbrick and the south half was red/orange.  Neither section had any definite lines or bricks so we changed KT bags and cleared them.  The red section of mudbrick did not have any artifacts.  

L12 we opened as fill north of the wall in L7.  Originally the area was part of L7 because I thought I could see the tops of bricks on the floor in front of the section of the wall we had cut through when we originally found the wall.  We cut 5cm off the top of the area adjacent to the existing wall (about .5m wide).  We were only able to find a few bricks in the east half of the locus, not the other side.  We continued to take the area down a few centimeters at a time, expanding it out another meter under L5, looking for any surfaces associated with the wall .  We found some ash underneath the center of the wall and it extends out .20m from it.  We have been coming down around it trying to find more of it and leaving that particular area pedastalled.  We will change locus of the ash area and continue to cut a few centimeters a time in this area until we find something new.

We opened L11 as a baulk cleaning locus.  We are preparing to draw my over 2m high south baulk.  We only got a few pot sherds out of it.

I also went through and re-measured my entire trench to find out just how off my day plan has been.  The elevations are correct but the lengths of the steps were off.  I have also started facing my day plan with north going up on the page because I was not setting it properly on the page previously.

To sum up the week, we basically spent a lot of time south of the wall L7, looking for surfaces or at least the end of the wall itself.  All we found was layer after layer of ash mixed with mudbrick debris, the good news is that the ash appears to be getting darker as we go further down, possibly coming up on a installation of some sort.  We did find the bottom of the wall on its southern side but are still working on the northern area.  We will be cutting down the topsoil and subtopsoil at the end to step while working on the area north of the wall to find the bottom of it so we can take down the wall in the next few days.

