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Today we shifted our operations from the southeastern quadrant of the trench to the northwestern quadrant.  We chose to move to the NW corner to hopefully uncover the Early Iron Age surface visible in the north baulk of B1 approximately 10 – 20cm below the current level of the NW corner of B4.  This surface apparently does not continue into the SE quadrant of the trench.  Due to baulk collapse and repeated cleaning of the sections, the trench dimensions are actually a bit larger than 9X9m, and the NW quadrant reflects this reality.  We reestablished a workable baulk between the NW quadrant of B4 and B1 by laying string around the NW quadrant to form a 4.5 X 4.5m square.  Thus the NW quadrant is stepped back from the existing baulks by various degrees, in some places up to 25cm.  

In 2001 the NW quadrant of the trench was left as fill L4012 in most of the area and pedestaled cobble surface remnant L4014 in the SE corner of this quadrant.  Locus 4012 was left in two levels, the northern half about 10cm higher than the southern half, with a 10cm deeper, half meter square area in the SW corner of the quadrant.  We preserved these elevation differences during our work today, first removing 5 – 10cm from the entire area rather than leveling the trench.  To respect the elevation differences, we used separate KT bags for the northern and southern portions of L4012, which we renamed L4057.  Cobbles L4014 were left pedestaled.  

Locus 4057 may be considered a cleaning locus as it contained the top few centimeters of exposed material from last season.  We cleaned thoroughly before excavating L4057 but we cannot guarantee that this locus is not contaminated.  After removing L4057 we changed to L4058, which while essentially the same material as L4057 should be ‘cleaner’ as it was not exposed during the off-season.  We only removed L4058 in the southern half of the quadrant with the goal of exposing the expected surface close to the south baulk, in which it is visible, before removing the northern half .  After removing about 5cm some flat lying stones became visible but other stones were still buried, so we changed bags (but not loci) and removed an additional 5cm, at which point some additional stones were lying flat, including a portion of a grindstone and a mortar or door pivot stone (white limestone with central depression).  If this is the surface we seek, it is not marked by a layer of potsherds and stones as in B1, but instead is a beaten earth surface betrayed by the presence of artifacts resting at the same general elevation.  Tomorrow we will further investigate the surface by articulating the stones and artifacts and perhaps pursue this debris layer into the northern part of the trench.  

Both L4057 and L4058 can be described as variable debris loci.  That is, the soil is alternatively loose or more compact, silt or clay loam depending on the concentration of mudbrick or domestic debris. Currently no distinctions between the northern or southern half of the quadrant have been observed, although the eastern portion of the excavated area of L4058 may be a browner color, whereas the western half is a lighter or grayer brown.  This apparent color difference will be examined tomorrow.  

