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Today we made a push to finish the trench by reaching the B1 surface that we hope extends into the northwestern quadrant of B4.  We were successful in reaching a surface but it is of a different character than the surface in B1.  Instead of a surface comprised of pebbles, cobbles and potsherds with debris littered upon it, we found a simple earthen surface with scattered debris.  This debris, lying flat a similar level, betrayed the surface interface.  The following paragraphs detail the excavation of this debris. 


At the start of today the trench was at two levels: the southern half was previously excavated to the base of the debris, while the northern half was about 10 – 20cm above this surface.  Thus, we removed L4058 as variable mudbrick and occupational debris fill in the northern half of the trench.  We excavated this locus in two levels with separate find bags to maintain tighter control over artifacts.  The first 5 – 10cm were removed as KT bags 4058.8 – 4059.11, while the second 5 – 10cm were removed as KT bags 4058.12-14.  At the base of the second level of L4058, the trench was essentially level, and the debris was in part lying flat on the surface and in part pedestaled in selected areas where concentrations of stones and artifacts were found (for example, the center of the trench).  We removed these artifacts as L4059, defined as debris on the surface, new locus L4061.  L4061, the beaten earth surface on which the debris lay, was not excavated but left at the base of the trench.  I believe it is not a prepared surface but rather an interface between two kinds of fill that became a beaten earth surface when it was used for habitation and activities.  L4059 on the other hand was completely removed.  All artifacts were given KT numbers, elevations, photographed and removed.  No ceramics were found lying flat on the surface, but several sherds and bones were embedded in and under the pile of debris in the center of the trench and around other stones or small finds removed from the surface.  The concentration of debris in the center of the trench included several stones and a few broken grindstones.  In total, 8 small finds were recovered from the surface, including:

4059.4: basalt grindstone fragment: floating in debris above the surface

4059.5: basalt grindstone fragment: floating in debris above the surface

4059.6: non-basalt grindstone fragment: mixed with debris near the center of the trench on the surface

4059.7: hammerstone: floating in debris on the eastern side of the trench next to the baulk. 

4059.8: basalt bowl or grindstone fragment: lying on the surface in the southern half of the quadrant

4059.9: door post of mortar lying flat on the surface near the southern baulk

4059.10: portion of round basalt weight with hole through the middle.  (donut shaped).  Lying on the surface in the southern half of the trench.

4059.11: non basalt stone that may be a grindstone. Lying on the surfacenear the center of the trench.  

‘On’ versus ‘Above’ the surface:

In the above descriptions, I have noted weather the artifacts were lying flush on the surface or were somewhat pedestaled in the debris layer.  Given that the surface is earthen, and the debris was fairly uneven both in elevation and extent, it is difficult to separate the debris ‘above’ the surface from that lying directly ON the surface.  I have tried to highlight those objects most closely associated with the surface, namely 4059.9, 4059.8 and 4059.10.  

A note about L4059 and L4061

I created L4059 in an attempt to isolate those artifacts lying on the surface, as distinctive from the debris above the surface, which may have accumulated after the surface was out of use.  In truth, due to the uneven nature of the debris, much of L4059 should be equal to L4058 and be labeled debris above/accumulated on surface.  Nevertheless this distinction is useful for isolating that material most closely associated with the surface. 

L4061 was created as the surface itself, but was not excavated because we are pressed for time and it appears that we have reached the same level as the B1 surface that we sought.  Either we lack a few centimeters before we reach this surface, or it continues into this portion of the trench as an earthen surface of a different character.  The answer will have to come in year 2003.  

Wall L4060

When removing L4058 we identified a possible mudbrick wall in the NE corner of the area we are excavating.  This area of hard brick seems to run SE – NW and just barely clips the trench exposing about 1m X 0.25cm of itself.  

Final Note 

All stones/debris were drawn on the plan, and the NW corner of the trench was accurately mapped for the first time today.  Trench dimensions from the previous day do not reflect the actual position of baulks and elevation boundaries.  Refer to today’s plan if concerned about these borders on August 14.  Also, L4014 from the 2001 season, stones in the SE corner of the NW quadrant of B4, were left unexcavated and pedestaled.  
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