C3 Daily Journal, July 20, 2002


Today we started by cleaning the loose dirt above the L3079, which is the 2nd millennium surface in the SE portion of the trench and revealed at the end of the day on Thursday the 18th. After cleaning off the dirt we found that there were multiple areas of different soil. There are areas of hard packed clay, areas of soft silty soil and areas of degraded mudbrick. On top of that the areas of softer dirt were riddled with animal burrows. While trying to figure out this locus I sent some workers to start removing L3080, which is the confusing area found on Thursday. The reason I wanted to start digging that locus is so I could get some clarity on it from the section and so that I could get down to levels that were more distinct. 


Back to the areas of differentiating soil in the S of L3079. The area coming out of the S baulk in the west side of the locus which comes out about 70cm N from the baulk and 60cm E from the W boarder of the Locus is a plastery, sandy, whiteish surface that has somewhat of a curve to it. The area that continues E of the previously mentioned area to the baulk and does not go much further N is a hard packed clay, almost degraded mudbrick area. Continuing N throughout the rest of the Locus is a loose, loamy soil that looks like fill. On the W boarder of the locus there is some degraded mudbrick that is discontinuous. There is no clear connection between any of these areas, neither are any of them distinct, save the loamy fill that comprises most of the N part of the locus. I had my workers clean out the animal burrows in hopes that that would provide some clarity. While following one of the burrows to the W portion of the locus where the degraded mudbrick is at, one of my workers accidentally cut a little too much. This ended up helping me understand the area a little bit more. Looking at the section I saw that the degraded mudbrick did not continue further that 2cm which means that it is not a wall. I also cleaned the baulk and found that there was a faint line where the hard packed clayey area in the SE portion met the loose fill. The only way that I could make any sense of the locus is to dig a little. I dug about 5cm in the hard clayey area thinking that if there was a surface coming up there I would be able to catch it in the S section and that the soil underneath it would be different that the soil in the rest of the locus. I also began digging S from the N portion of the locus because if there are different layers I will be able to catch them in section. I started to dig in 50cm sections so that I cut through part of a different level I would catch it without completely destroying it. Also, This way I have 2 sections to work with to help me figure this area out. After about half of the SE portion had been dug I found that the dirt under it was the same as the dirt N of it, loose fill. And Looking at the section of where we are digging in the N of the locus I see no level change. Both of these facts make me think that this is a fill layer tansitioning between levels. In the SE portion of the trench we found a huge piece of carbon, C.3.3079.1.

