C3 Daily Journal, August 5, 2002


This morning we are digging more of the ash pit/layer L3085. We can see that the mudbricks  from L3083 next to 3085 are not continuing down and are on top of ashy dirt that is the same as the L3085 and so L3085 may not abut the L3083 but go underneath it. It could be that the mudbrick next to L3058 is collapse from the mudbricks in the east and there are not 2 rows of mudbrick or large mudbricks, but one row with a row of collapse. We are also digging the inside area E of the wall, L3087. We found a copper pin KT: 11 in L3087 right next to the wall. We also found a piece of slag, 10, attached to a mudbrick just S of that point. I decided that the only way to know how far the E bricks of L3083 do down, and if L3085 goes underneath it ii to cut out one of the floating W bricks and check the section created.. After cutting the brick I saw that the loose ash that we are finding on the ash layer/pit, L3085, continuing several cm underneath the mudbrick and then changes  to only a slightly more compact soil, possibly because the wall was compacting it. In section we can see that all the mudbricks, both E and W, are floating. This presents a couple of possibilities. It could be that the wall was founded on the ash layer, or it could be that this mudbrick is a cap over the ash layer for the wall that was above it, L3068. It is very possible for this to be a mudbrick cap for the foundation trench because it is oriented the same as the wall 3068 and runs the same course. The reason I am not convinced is because of the fill layer, L3076, tat was between the mudbrick and the wall. After checking the elevations for the three loci, L3068 the rock wall, L3076 the foundation trench for the wall, and L3083 the mudbricks, I found that in the center, the area where the ash layer is, the foundation trench, L3076, is not more than half a centimeter thick after the rocks from the wall above stop. This makes a very convincing argument for the hypothesis that L3083 is a cap above the fill for wall L3068 and that the fill L3076 is fill that collected around the bottom of the wall. 

           B              T             B              T

         3068        3076        3076        3083    Area N of 3083 where wall 3068 goes in baulk    

N   598.05       598.08     597.99                         598.06

M   597.97       598.09                     597.97
S    598.22       598.46    598.16

Still contains a few stones from wall
Where L3068 and L3083 meet, also where ash layer is present
The reason that the cap does not continue in the S or in the far north is because the ash layer does not continue in either of those areas and so it is not necessary, plus the wall is a bit higher than the wall in the north.


A note on the dating of the area around the wall: The wall is an early Iron Age wall while the ash layer is 2nd millennium. So this is an EIA wall that cuts down to a 2nd millennium layer. 


A note on L3081 and L3090. L3090 was fill that was different than L3081, so we collected it differently. The thing is that we didn’t see the difference in the soil until there was only about 1 meter of it left. It could be that this was a pit that we dug through so L3081 for July 29 could be mixed.

