C3 Weekly Summary 2, July 14-23 2002


This week we again concentrated on the E half of the trench. We were mostly working on taking the area down out of the Early Iron age, which we were in, and down to the 2nd millennium. 


The first step in this process was to finish removing the wall L3068. As we got rid of the final stones in the wall we found that the bottom courses in both the N and the S were relatively at the same level, a minor difference in the height can be accounted for by the incline on this part of the Tepe. In the northern part of the wall we found that many of the stones were robbed out. We also found the culprit of these robbed out stones. There is a pit, L3077 that comes out of the east baulk and cuts the wall. 


This pit ended up being an important feature in the trench. Not only does it give an explanation to why the stones in the wall L3068 are robbed out but they also provide a connection with the large rectangular oven complex, L3030, which was found last year above the area of the pit which was founded on L3068. In the baulk we can see that the line of pit L3077 goes up to where the bottom of L3030 was. This shows that the pit was the pit associated with the oven. At the bottom of the pit we also found a broken oven which was in pieces amongst 2 grinding stones (C.3.3077.9 and C.3.3077.10). These oven fragments could be from and older, smaller oven that was destroyed and thrown into the pit and later the larger oven, L3030, was built. 


After we took out the remnant of the wall and the pit our next step was to actually start bringing area down to the 2nd millennium. We started by taking the highest area first which was the SE portion of the trench, L3072 and L3060. We took a look in to a small, approximately 20cm exploration window, which we dug into the W side of L3070, to see what surfaces if any were present. We found that the only surface that we could see was the surface that was the same as the 2nd millennium surface we say in pit L3064 last week. We decided to take everything down to that level. While digging in that area we found a piece of lead C.3.3079.3 at the same elevation as some slag, C.3.3079.2 and a carbon sample, C.3.3079.1. There wasn’t any clearly defined surface that went along with these finds but it is interesting to find these three things together because they hint at metal working. We also found in relatively the same area a small bit of severely degraded mudbrick that formed a small, maybe 1m, structure. It had no foundation trench, nor did we find any surface that it was associated with. It did not continue further than about 1 meter and it is not in the baulk. It could be some mudbrick trash or the remnant of a temporary wind breaker.


After we had dug the wall and the SE portion of the trench we took a look at the entire E half of the trench. We did not see any well defined surfaces and we did not see any architecture. Because there is nothing that will really help with understanding the trench or site left in this area we decided to start taking the entire E area down to the highest level of the W portion of the trench. We will keep our eyes open for surfaces, architecture and anything else that could be of interest but if we find nothing we will just bring the entire area down. I hope to finish this in the first part of next week and start working on the entire trench as a whole. We have already began taking the area down by starting to dig L3070 which is the W most locus in the E portion of the trench and has been the divider between the two sides of the trench.

