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Today we excavated three loci in C5: L43 in the deep sounding, L44 just east of the sounding, and L42 on the eastern 4m of the eastern extension.  

Sounding

L43

Two centimeters into L43, an arbitrary level, we encountered a reed mat impression which was mostly bashed by the excavator before we noticed its presence.  A small area at the northwestern baulk was preserved and photographed.  The location of this surface was marked in the north section with a nail and a tag.  We excavated a further 10cm in this locus below the reed matt.  The soil is very compact silt loam and we appear to still be inside a large wall, despite having excavated through some thin ash layers and a small stone feature in the previous week.  A thorough section cleaning is necessary to discern whether or not the wall indeed continues.  

Eastern Extension

L44

The western half of the eastern extension of the trench has reached a compact silt loam beneath the relatively pure clay layers of L39.  Today we continued excavating this soil as a new level/locus, L44.  We removed approximately 25 centimeters of this locus today but the levels will have to be checked as there seems to be some confusion with the workmen’s notes.   Either they dug quite a shallow level today or these elevations are incorrect.  

L42

In the easternmost extension of the trench where the clay layers continue, we excavated about 25cm of clay, which continues.  Some ceramics were recovered in an otherwise relatively pure clay matrix.  It appears that L44 continues east beneath L42 but it seems to dive considerably to lower depths in the eastern portion of the trench.  

Northern Extension

In the northern addition to the sounding, L41 was idle today.  It appears to be entirely composed of the continuation of the wall in the original 1X1 sounding.  A white reed mat impression at its eastern end seems to confirm the impression of bricks from both the sections and the plan. 

Western Extension

This portion of the trench, currently L34, was idle today. 

Concluding Remarks

Our goal remains to reach the base of the wall in the sounding and determine its width via the eastern, western and northern extensions.  The workers believe that the wall continues east as L44 beneath the clay layers, but a clear edge of red bricks in the northern section and eastern extension, as well as the edge of a reed matt removed last week suggest that the wall may be no more than 1.5 – 2m wide, leaving L44, L42 and etc. as debris up against the wall.  Further work in the eastern extension is necessary to answer this question definitively.  Meanwhile, during the handover from Rob to Lynn/Jonathan, some locus numbers were skipped, including 19-21 and 23-28.  It is unclear how this occurred but we currently do not plan to use these numbers.  In addition, the elevations need to be checked throughout the trench, which I will do tomorrow.   

Also check: L42 KT3 : shows as bone on 8/12 but was also used for pottery on 8/13?

