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Due to the confusion of loci that has taken place during the last week, I began all new loci today and took new elevations.  The western extension was renamed L45, the sounding L46, the first 3.5m of the eastern extension L47, the second 3.5m of the eastern extension L48, and the northern extension L49.  We worked in L46 and L48 today.

L46

We removed about 25 cm of a compact clayey loam as L46, at the base of which we noted a 30 X  20cm area of ash in the northwestern corner of the trench.  This ash was photographed and a sample was taken for floatation.  The ash was a mix of white and grey ash, with some charcoal flecks.  It is not clear if the ash continues beneath the soil in the rest of the trench or is confined to the NW corner.  We may discern the extent of the ash when we excavate the next level, L50, during the next field day.

L48

We removed two levels in L48 today.  After removing one level, we changed bags but not locus.  I decided that it is unnecessary to arbitrarily change loci in this extension of the sounding because a significant area is exposed which enables genuine loci distinctions to be maintained.  Thus, barring additional record keeping problems, we will contine L48 until we note significant change in soil/material.  This locus continues to be hard, crumbly, chunky pure clay with some artifacts.  We worked in L48 to see if L47 continues east under L48, and indeed it is beginning to appear just east of the former boundary between these two loci.  As the trench is becoming deep and the clay is crumbly, it may be inadvisable to continue excavation in L48 until the trench can be stepped back.  A rather large diagnostic sherd was recovered from L48 today, part of a handmade open bowl.  

Today we sprayed and assessed all the sections in the pits that compose C5.  We continue to believe that the wall ends about 20 – 30cm into the eastern extension and about 40 – 50cm into the western extension.  West of the wall we see bricks in plan but these may be debris.  East of the wall it appears that L47 is a debris layer up against the wall, potentially including some collapse of the wall.  Above L47 is the clay layer that extends east where it is currently named L48.  This clay layer remains an enigma as it is full of pure clay and only a few artifacts.  The entire northern extension appears to be bricks, so this trench is entirely inside the wall.  The wall appears to run diagonally a bit, SW – NE.  Additional excavation is necessary to discern the nature of all these deposits.  Our goal for this season is to get to the bottom of the wall in the sounding if we are not there already, accurately define the width and direction of the wall, and to figure out the nature/origin/ significance of the deposits on either side of the wall.  

