Trench D6 Weekly Summary #2



>through July 21

Our focus this week was to continue exposing the context and heart of the L20 furnace. We cleaned L14 and noticed some structure in it’s debri, and are theorizing it may be some other furnace or structure. We continued to push down surrounding the furnace, further exposing the stones of wall 16. Our main artifact of currency appears to be slag, as we have continued to find it on a regular, if not frequent basis. 

In the furnace itself we articulated the chambers and revealed a very symmetrical plan, with three smaller chambers (24, 26, 28) that appear to all be coated in slag (lots of slag) and two larger chambers distributed between the others. On the upper portion of one of these larger chambers (L27) we found pottery grouped on a (~35 degree) slanting surface facing East.

In the Northwest we found a pottery grouping of similar sherds to that which we also just found on the upper portion of chamber 27. We are theorizing this may be evidence of some work surface, possibly having to do with maintenance of the furnace. 

We also wanted to discover the extent of the furnace, and to this end cut a section to try to reach its roots. However, we only discovered that L20 continues as far as the surface L17. We found no solid evidence that this is or is not the stopping point. 

