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July 28, 2002

This week we continued to clear the areas around L20 with the idea to expose all related features for a final plan. Our other goals for this week were to resolve how the furnace operated, and to search for air intakes and waste drainage, and to resolve the foundation of this feature. To this end we cleared the chambers of the furnace and removed debri and soil from all the surrounding. Under the debri on L14 we discovered a small single chamber furnace, the interior of which was also covered in slag. We verified that surface L17 continues from the rock garden (L15) all the way to L20, although the east half of this surface is near the surface has been destroyed (L4). To the north of L6 we uncovered L30, which all evidence (other than an 11cm elevation difference) supports is a continuation of surface L15. Unfortunately damage on the East side prevented us from connecting them.  We were  also able to trace L30 in section through to D4. 

We continued down through the (very) hard material of West of walls L10 and L16 but did not find a continuation of this surface, and we believe this might be an interior of a structure. We continued down in this area looking for a continuation of surface L15/30, but did not find any. As we were excavating we came across an area covered in large pottery sherds (L19) that appeared very similar to those within L25 and 27. We believe this may be an indication of a floor level (possibly interior), although it is elevated 10 cm above L30. 

We also found a direct connection between the stone wall L10 and furnace L20, with stones extending to and founding parts of the western (back) wall of the furnace (under L22). It appears that at least the two larger chambers (L25 and 27) have a stone foundation. Our current theory is that the smaller chambers (L24, 26, and 28) were used as air intakes and that the slag coating the walls may be incidental and caused by accident or damage.  This belief comes from the observation that there are very few areas of overlapping slag, and no evidence of cleaning. We also noticed that the slag in L24 appears to have broken gradually, possibly from slumping. This leads us to believe that the furnace fell into disuse, rather than that it was forcefully destroyed. Other evidence that supports this theory is that the debri L6, while appearing to follow the same shape and composition as L20, is founded on a different material (a very hard yellow clay/mud) and seems to be a separate feature.  

To the east of L20 we continued down in L29 and Debri L5. Locus 29 revealed more slag and a few random mud bricks but no concrete evidence of a surface. At one point we though we might have a drain but it turned out to be an animal burrow (it curved back on itself). Under L5 we discovered a row of mixed conglomerate rocks and mud brick pieces, all covered in a white material. The interior f the mud bricks were the same yellow as portions of L6 and L20. This might be an indication of an eastern boundary of L20, but we are dubious as its nature and construction are very different. 

We pulled the support loci L21 and 23. Under L21 we found some pottery sherds that appear to be imbedded into L20. L23 was more complicated. A portion of the hard yellow clay extended from L6 out to L20 and we found a small ash directly to the west of this. It also appears there may have been an additional mudbrick directly to the east. We are still not sure of the function of the structure L6.

