Today we opened a new 5x5 meter trench in Area D named trench D7. This trench is located directly north of  trench D4 and west of trench D5. The reason we decided to place a trench in this position is because we could see several surfaces in the baulk of trench D5 and in the baulk of trench D4 (in the old sounding D3). These surfaces are close to ground surface and are almost certainly the same as those already excavated in D4 during the 2001 field season. Thus the goal of this trench is to expose more of the large building already found in D4. 

This unit is located on a steep northeast slope. We began by take elevations which show the slope. To illustrate the slope here are the opening elevations for the corners: The highest corner is in the southwest (elevation = 590.49). The northwest corner is 589.49. The lowest corner is in the northeast. That elevation is 588.13. Finally the southeast corner is 589.15.

 First we took elevations of all the corners then started to dig. Because of the slope we started to excavate by dividing the trench into steps (steps 1, 2 3 and 4). The 1st step was given to Locus 1, located  SW corner. The 2nd step is just below the 1st step. It was excavated as locus 2. The topsoil in the 3ird step was given locus 3 and the topsoil in the 4th step was given locus 4. We took the first step down almost to the level of the second step where we reached a different soil that is different in terms of color and composition. We therefore we gave this a new locus number (locus 5, located in the SW corner of the trench). Then we took elevation for the Loc 5 (see locus sheet for elevation).

We did not finish cleaning the 3rd and 4th steps. Therefore, tomorrow we will clean the 3rd and 4th steps by taking out the top soil.

The only notable find for the day was a small piece of shell (D.7.1.4). 

