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Initially we changed the number of locus 15 and opened locus 16 as the ash layer which earlier was concentrated near the East baulk and was called locus 8 has now reappeared below locus 15. It appears to be moving steadily towards the West of the trench. We collected new soil samples for this location and are visually collecting but decided against sifting all of its contents. Note again that these materials are likely contemporary with those of Locus 8. 

This layer of ash seems pretty well compacted and noticeably darker than the soil next to it. The ash layer also lacks the white pebbly stuff found earlier and throughout this level. This is interesting because the layer being too long to be a pit might indicate an area of refuse, yet why didn’t it become commingled with the white pebble soil? Was the ash layer deposited all too quickly through an intense fire to have avoided “contamination”? Is the ash’s provenience from a workshop or kiln setting? How large is it? It is fine and dark. Why was it deposited here? And by who? The direction that the ash takes may help indicate that it was leaning against something like a wall or that it would have followed a road, or a natural bend or depression in the topography. 


As we continue on this locus we sprayed the East baulk and floor where the appearance of a wall is quite certain, the mortar lines for two courses are visible on the baulk, by spraying with water we were able to follow the wall across the trench into the West baulk in an almost straight line (interesting how these walls almost always run across the trench like that ;o) ) This is to say that we are not 100 % sure of the patterns and what we can see give us reason for excellent likelihood of it. Of course a wall across the trench is too good to be true so we will use caution for the moment. We will need to define more of this tomorrow and work on bringing it out for better observation.    

