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Our aim today is to close up some loci areas while working on defining others. First locus 7 near the North baulk was taken totally out, as this was completed we found an area of reddish soil underneath it and of different soil than nearby areas, the area of this patch of soil goes for about 1 to 1.50 meters from the North baulk and across the trench. This became locus 17.


We also worked on defining the wall (locus 18), this with the aim that we can present a definite and better idea of this feature. I am not totally convinced that this wall intersects the trench and that it continues as such much farther from the East baulk. In noting this much I think that there are two interesting things that visually help in this determination. First the ash layer we had observed as part of locus 8 and locus 16 -and that I had observed could have been resting against this wall- actually continues under the wall and “resurfaces” on the other side. It is also possible that soil was dumped over the ash layer before a new phase of construction was begun anew. So the idea that the wall was built on an ash layer is totally possible, but it is more likely that it was not. Second near the Western end of the “wall” there is a large piece of pottery sticking out from it… an unlikely possibility. The question here is how does the wall and the ash layer relate to each other. Which one came first. Was the ash dumped or did it blow until it found a resting place. Where did so much ash come from? 


With the possibility that this wall does go across the trench, I separated the area on the South side of the wall as a different locus for control but it very well could be that later this may prove unnecessary. This area was labeled locus 19. A nice piece of pottery that might be re-assembled was picked up from this locus. (KT # 1)



The other interesting feature which almost divides the trench in half is the burned brick or large oven wall. This formation has some clearly distinguishable blackened bricks with some of them in very good shape still; this formation juts out of the east baulk and extends almost to the West baulk in not so straight a line. These bricks are of a different type of manufacture as compared with regular wall bricks; they are smaller and very hard. If this was a furnace or oven that operated in the manufacturing of goods, it may provide clues as to the origin of the large layer of ash. Or it is possible that an association with the large pit (L 14) might also be possible. This formation is Locus 20. It is important to note that one of the bricks that appear to be in good shape appears to stick from the wall (L 18) as if they may have been contemporary. Or maybe this also helps to detract from their very contemporaneity, and that part of the “wall” may just be regular fill. 


Lastly most of the area of Locus 10 was removed and extended towards the South baulk and next to Locus 13 which was defined a little better where a few smaller cobbles appeared at its center. We found that around the pit (L 14) there was a fairly even surface with a lot of the white pebbles… The area most immediate to the pit gives the appearance of having been plastered, this became locus 21. This plastering would point to a specialized function for this pit such as that of storage but many bones were recovered from it, not to mention all of the ash. Most people wouldn’t plaster a cooking pit unless its presentation was important to others, such as in an open market setting. 

