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F13 is located near the 570.82 datum. We began excavation on July 5th and decided to section the 10 by 10 meters square trench in half and yet again by measuring a one meter strip off of the East baulk. The area of F 13 like most of area F shows the effects of heavy plowing as old furrows are still quite noticeable yet they are not as elevated as they once were. Surface vegetation is that of a small bushy plant full of thorns were the local children pick a certain berry from. There are also various kinds of thistles and grasses.  In two days we have dug as much as 0.80 meters on the North end of the strip. We find that the plowing has disturbed the soil below and pottery is broken in pieces of many sizes. Soil coloration has changed through the four opening loci. The soil texture and composition is loam and fine to very fine, and it munselled from light brown (Locus 1: 10 YR 5/4 Yellowish Brown) to a darker brown (Locus 4: 10 YR 4/3 Brown). The soil in these four first fill loci has been somewhat soft for digging, we are excavating with large picks and smaller hand picks. The topsoil and overburden soil contained within the plow zone was fairly devoid of pottery and it seems like little of it was recovered. After about 0.57 meters we began to see the white pebbles mixed in with the regular fill, as we believe this signify redeposited virgin soil, but the questions lingering in my mind are, what was the reason for its deposition and why in this area, additionally where did it come from.

No structure has been uncovered and only two special finds have been located, one is a nice piece of obsidian (L 4 KT 3), larger than what we usually find, looks like the remainders of a core; the other is a 12 centimeter piece of metal (L 2 KT 2) with a hook like end. 

Our aim in the beginning stages is to try and intercept architecture showing up in the trench to the East  of trench F9, and to come to that level (about 65 centimeters) as we start the next week’s excavations. If habitation of these areas in past times is similar to what we see in some of the nearby towns, ie. rows of house on two or three sides of a large plaza, with a much larger communal building on one side; it would seem that as we find a house wall or floor, we might be able to follow those features to more easily identify the direction of construction, thus be able to uncover the town.   

