Weekly Trench Summary

Area F

Trench 13

July 29, 2002


As we have reached a stopping point for this trench I will write a shortened version of the week’s activities (2 days) and include more information on the trench’s final summary.


We had started the week with some high hopes for the wall that has been very elusive in this trench since its starting date… Thus we had sectioned off an area (L 18) that we thought had very good possibilities as a wall, but as the work progressed we removed that and left only a short portion of it sticking off of the East baulk. This small section is kept because it seems associated to baulk signatures consistent with those of a wall.  The ash layer as explained in the daily journal is extensive and may have been associated with this wall or laid there by act of man or nature. If by man it could have been a disposing place of ash for some industrial purpose. The possibility also exists that the wind blew it against it. Associations between these two features seem unlikely and it would appear that the ash is much older than the wall. It is possible that virgin soil was dumped over the ash before a new phase of construction. But this seems to me unlikely, most local people would have seen the ash as an unstable surface in which to build. It is more likely that the ash was dumped there from some industrial or cooking facility…. But one would guess that it is an inordinate amount of ash either way. There is a possible relation to the pit (L 14) but at this point is difficult to stretch it to that effect. 

In all likelihood the area of the trench represents an area of work with multiple activities at work, this can be most certainly ascertained by the ash of L 16, the cooking pit L 14, the burned bricks which may be a decaying large oven (L 20) and perhaps even the rocks of L 13.    

