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July 27, 2002

After excavation on the top 0.50 meters conclusions are as follows, the top soil layer as in the rest of the lower town area at Kenan Tepe is very thin, this is likely a newer layer of soil mixed with later organic decay of native plants and by the forces of nature. The thin topsoil layer is followed by a darker brown clayish soil that is fine in composition, and is soft for digging. The top layers are darker in color, becoming lighter as their excavation continues. These two layers are part of the overburden layer turned over by mechanical plows probably over the last 100 years. This is probably the reason they are not so compacted and are soft for digging. These top two layers yielded very little pottery or bone.

Below these top layers the soil gets somewhat lighter and is more loam quality and has a fine composition. It is still soft for digging and few pot sherds were recovered. This new locus is number 19 and extends for about 0.30 meters. The lighter soil color is possibly due to a decrease in organically decayed material, in essence, older soil that has lost those nutrients or which long ago were used up.


Our intention while excavating the trench extension was two fold, first reach the level of the large cobbles and see if they are part of a wall or retention wall of some sort. When excavating locus 2 it looked like some care had been employed in the making of whatever this was a part of. Second, reach the cobble surface known as locus 6 and see if this extends as a surface, or some kind of a walkway. In either case the two by two meter extension should yield the answers and the associations to either of these loci. 

