Weekly Trench Summary

Area F

Trench 15

July 20, 2002


I think that the pit Locus 4 is quite interesting with its hard surface on one end and the cobblestones abutting said surface on the other side. We finished emptying it and have been working throughout this week in documenting all details prior to removal so that we can see what is happening at its base. It was also sectioned off into two loci L 4, and L 9 being the hard packed layer at its base that the workers referred to as cement like in hardness. The secondary pit found (Locus 5) though small, contained a good quantity of animal bone, there wasn’t much burned material pointing to its use as a refuse pit and not necessarily as a cooking or storage pit. The contents were sampled and sifted.  Another exciting and promising find early in the week were the cobblestones (0.05-0.10 meters long) of locus 6, these are arranged in such a pattern as suggesting a lined surface running Northwest to Southeast (or vice versa). Later in the week we realized that they are spread over a larger area than previously thought. Their closeness to other features would suggest that they might have had some purpose as a sidewalk of sorts and not necessarily as a surface. We will explore this exciting possibility more in the coming week. (exciting because one always wants to know where a road will lead to…) Of course it can also be an interior floor.





 


On July 17th we were joined at the site by Debbie our Depot Specialist and I quickly put her to work in articulating, collecting soil samples, and removing the various courses of locus 2. This feature is still difficult to comprehend after its almost complete removal. The reason is partly due to the fact that it is a “hanging” piece with not apparent relation to anything at the moment. Until more of it is dug it will be difficult to ascertain its purpose for having been placed where it was found. One possibility though is its closeness to the cobble surface next to it… could this have been the very corner of a house or a wall? What are the two “blocks” of sandy mixed materials on each side of it. Were they a support for that “corner”, or was it some sort of marker place? Expanding East a couple of meters on the extreme North of the trench would seem in order. 


Some of the pottery coming out has shown us a few nice pieces useful in dating the site, such as fingernail indented (type 95 third millennium) and cup bases (definite second millennium types), thin rims (false Nineveh type), etc. Doctor Parker the project director explained that this type of pottery types this close to the surface are quite unusual and quite a valuable find for dating the site.


By July 20th we had uncovered more cobblestones (Locus 12) near locus 4 that I would guess are contemporary with those inside the pit, but perhaps not with those of locus 6 as they appear to be at different depths. This makes 3 cobblestone surfaces that we are working on, some relation among them appears at this point quite reasonable, the following week’s labors will search for those connections as we uncovered more of the trench.  

ANDY COMMENTS:

Good overview.  What I would like to see more of is details about the loci and their interconnectedness.  You give a lot of that info but if I had not been in your trench I am not sure I would know how they relate.  You also discuss the week by days, which is not bad but for a weekly summary I would rather see a general integrated discussion of the key finds/work that week, instead of a daily account woven together.  
