Trench F16

Weekly Summary weeks 4 and 5 also FINAL TRENCH SUMMARY

Aug 5, 2002


F16 was opened as a 10x10 meter trench but was excavated only in the Westernmost 1 meter of it, making actual excavation area a 1 by 9 meter trench. As with other nearby trenches our questions had to do with the size, spread, and use of the lower area of Kenan Tepe. The narrower trenches were very useful in answering these and other questions, as they allowed us to excavate quickly until useful contexts were found that helped provide answers to those questions. 


This trench holds (for next year’s excavators) some exciting possibilities in that the 2 rock formations (Locus 3 and Locus 4) that became our stopping points will either lead to a burial, wall, road, etc. It is important to note that in this trench and due mainly to the rocks (especially in L3) crossing or covering the 1 meter width of the trench the locus nomenclature was utilized for the entire 1 meter width and whatever length the rocks occupied in a linear North to South space.   

The main of the rock formations –extending for about 3.5 meters- was seemingly laid in a Northwest to Southeasterly direction and appears to have a human origin to their arrangement, many of the rocks and large pieces of pottery were laid in such a way that makes it fairly certain to imply their origin. Unfortunately the trench has only been dug over a few days, with few workers most of the time and it is still early to say anything about a possible association with cobble surfaces encountered in F 15 to the East. This formation (L 3) is comprised of medium size river cobblestones and it intersects the trench near its midpoint mark.  Next years excavation will want to establish a possible number of courses and the actual extent of the formation at least within the constraints of the trench borders. 

The other rock features on the North side of the trench represent two groupings of medium and large cobbles separated from each other by about 0.50 meters. These groupings do not exhibit any particular arrangement that we can’t tell from what has been exposed, but they could be the beginning of a wall or cooking area, or they might be part of locus 3 that fell over in some past time. The association between locus 3 and 4 is difficult to make at this time, Locus 3 does have one small spurt of medium cobbles and sherds that point towards the North baulk but this is not any substantial proof of continuation. 

The rest of the trench (L5) exhibits only fill of a pale brown coloration.

Overall and for next year, the excavator (s) should concentrate efforts as specified above and find better answers to the increased questions that the rock formations raised.

