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We did not excavate in F17 yesterday due to the unavailability of workers.
Today though, our plan is to dig quickly and reach a level equal or similar in depth to the large cobble (wall? L 2) and/or the first cobble surface in F15 (L 6). We did locate a stone feature in the very Southwest corner of the trench, this is at a different depth, aligning, and type of rock as compared to locus 2 in F15. It’s function is likely different. 

There is a good possibility that we may be coming up on a wall structure to either side of the aforementioned stones. We will look more into this feature come next working day.

While digging today we encountered a 1 by 1 meter area with a preponderance of white pebbles spread close together. Unlike the harder pebbles mixed in with the virgin soil, these pebbles are more of a chalk material and are easily turned into a powdery material that can be used for writing on rock or perhaps plastering surfaces! This was photographed and removed after. No association to any walls or surfaces was noticed.

While in Urfa I noticed a construction site with a pile of a white powdery material outside, I asked Ihsan what this was and he indicated that large white rocks are broken and turned into this material then used in construction… he said that it was a cheap way to decorate. I went inside the construction site and noticed that some of the materials were mixed with cement and some of it was used to give a rough white look to the walls… something like dry-walling without board… I noticed outside of Urfa a mining site for this type of rock, where the rock was being collected and crushed. (this last paragraph can be deleted after reading).

At this point our depth is within 0.05 to 0.10 meters of the cobbles, a depth we will reach by August 4th.


