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F17 is one of a group of new trenches laid with the Total Station near other trenches in area F. Directly East is F 14 being excavated by Nergiz Nazlar of Bilkent University in Ankara. Directly South is one of my other trenches F 15.
Area F of Kenan Tepe is located on a cliff above the Tigris (Dicle) river near the town of Bismil in Southeastern Anatolia. The elevation datum point for this area is 570.82 meters.

The trench was laid out as a 10 by 10 meter trench but marks were placed at the three-meter mark from the West baulk. Excavation will begin from North to South, but we will concentrate our efforts digging a 3 by 3 meter square at the Southwest corner of the trench. 

After the vegetation and debris were cleared from the surface (No potsherds were noted on the surface) a heavy picking party was began with 3 workmen on large picks while two are on shovels and two on wheelbarrows. Material collection over the first top layer of soil was undertaken but this yielded only minimal amounts of pottery. 

Initial type of soil encountered is a fine and coarse clay munselling to 

2.5 Y 5/3 Light Olive Brown. It seems somewhat harder to pick through when compared to other softer opening layers in trenches near by. The plow furrows are a little more elevated here than they were to the East and/or South. The goal for today is to push down as much as 30 centimeters and to carefully compare sections with those on adjacent trenches.   
