WEEKLY and FINAL TRENCH SUMMARY

Area: F 

Trench: 17

August 4, 2002


In our continued effort to answer questions regarding the extend of habitation in the lower part of Kenan Tepe we opened this trench F 17 just to the North of F 15. Our immediate question and purpose for opening this new trench is twofold, first we wanted to locate the extend of the cobble surfaces seen in F 15. Second, the structure of larger rocks on the NE corner of the 1 x 9 trench in F15 (locus 2) that resembles a wall corner was curiously moving in a Northerly direction. We wanted to intersect that wall if one was there in F17.


The trench was excavated as a 3 meter by 2 meter trench, even though we pick at all 9 meter long on the first day. The full size of the trench is 10 by 10 meters. Plow furrows were more pronounced on the Northern half of the trench, while the Southern half seems to have lost them almost altogether. The top layers (L 1, L 2, L 3) exhibited more signs of ground that has been cultivated in more recent years, some of it was rich in organically decayed materials. Stratigraphically F17 bears a similar signature as that of the F15 trench. Like in other trenches in F area this trench also contained a level with few white pebbles (L4) followed by a level with many more white pebbles (L5), which in turn was followed by a level with few of the pebbles (L6).


Throughout the four days of excavation we found relatively small quantities of material remains in the way of pottery and or other cultural elements, additionally very little animal bone was recovered. 


Over the last couple of days of excavation we located a collection of 4 large rocks in the Southeast corner of the trench that could not be readily associated to similar rocks in F15 and whose purpose was not apparent. But by the last day of excavation a possible wall began emerging in the Eastern half of the trench that may relate to both of those features just mentioned. The “wall” was located by observing direction of white pebbles parallel to each other and running in a Northerly direction from off of the South baulk. The width of this structure is about 0.45 meters and extend to the “floating” North baulk except for a small are we cut through. There are some rocks sticking out of the North baulk and in line with this wall. This is something that next years excavators will need to pay more attention to. An association of this wall to the rocks on the NE corner is still pending. But it could be part of another wall moving directly East of the aforementioned wall.


One other interesting feature from the East half of the trench was the pot stand (L 6) located “almost intact” as a unit but which in reality was held together by mud, rocks, sand, and pottery. The pot or outline of the pot was balanced on medium sized cobbles while “lined” with pot sherds. From within the bowl formed by the former unbroken pot, about a liter of sand was recovered and saved as KT# 4. All of the sherds, which may be reconstructed, were saved separate from the locus pottery as KT # 3.   
