Daily Trench Summary

Area F

Trench 1

July 28, 2002

Well, let’s see what did we do today?  Lots of stuff going on, went down in a couple of areas and started a couple of new loci, along with ending some other areas where we had been digging.

Tried to follow the cobbles 1057 to definitely find the end of where they go.  Yesterday we had gone down in 1082 in the area just west of 1057 to see if the cobbles continued.  They did, but unfortunately only for about 15-20 cm.  Today we followed the cobbles by cutting out a piece of our wall locus 1081 which was just N of the cobbles.  The cobbles continued, but again for a very short period of time.  Actually, at the far north end of the cobbles was a very large rock, dimensions not measured, although at least 3 times as large as any of the other cobbles in the trench.  This may be placed there on purpose.  One reason may be that this is a cyst burial with the large boulder acting as the rock over the head.  This is only one theory.  For now we are unconcerned with this particular locus, although we will return to it and try to figure out what the cobbles are for later.

We cut a section of the wall/pavement locus L1073.  We left about half of this locus for later removal.  The area below this pavement we excavated as new locus 1084.  It was a mudbricky type of fill, as most of the loci this year have been.  It may be something more, but nothing is articulated.  We cut about half of this new locus all the way down to be level with the ashy soil, which we have been excavating as 1075.  And then we removed the ashy soil.  I don’t believe that the ashy soil was continuing underneath this L1084, but it was a darker soil, which appeared to be rich in nutrients.  Basically, it was a darker soil, but it wasn’t gray ashy.  A subtle difference, but a difference none the less.  Some of the ash appeared to be resting on a hard baked clay surface, which we started as a new locus 1085.  We then went down on this baked clay surface about 5 cm.  This clay surface appeared to cover an area about 1.1 meters wide and 2.6 meters long and went a little further than where the ash was covering it.

The ashy layer 1075 was the richest deposit of material in the trench for this day, but it was by no means a rich deposit of artifacts.  Yet, because of the darkness of the soil we did screen all of the ashy soil that came from this area.  We did end up finding some more bones and pieces of pottery, as well as a shell, so it was a good idea to screen this fine dirt.

Battle plan for the next couple of days will involve removing the entire hump associated with wall/pavement locus 1073, fill next to it 1072 and fill under it 1084.  Importantly though, we believe that we may be seeing some lines at the very back end of this locus, right next the E baulk.  We are going to leave that area next to the baulk and push everything else down.  And then we want to go down about 10 cm in 1083.

Also important to remember is that the stratigraphy of my trench and closed trench F4 could be converging in the next half meter to a meter.  This of course was the trench with the super oven which I received my initial training in under the watchful eye of Dawnell.

CM

