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Work began this morning by digging down in L1083, a rather large loci made up of fill lying N of the new wall locus 1080.  1083 is made up of mudbricky fill, similar to just about everything in the last thirty centimeters or so in that occasionally you can make out a brick but most of the time you can’t see much more than hard clumps on the sharp side of your pick-axe.  We decided to try to go down in this area 5 cm at a time, cleaning up and then seeing what we had.  We did this for quite a while.  We went down five cm in the entire locus and another 5 in half of the locus before we changed plans.  We did find a pedestal base, which is a nice pottery diagnostic sherd, in the first KT bag of this locus.  This seems like a significant find in my trench this year, although apparently Katie and Marco pull out 3 or 4 a day, but I am down about two meters lower than they are, so it is totally different.

We also ended locus 1073.  This was one of our walls, which turned into pavements as it was put into context.  We dug through this pavement and the dirt underneath it, L1084, and had the whole area level with the rest of the trench.  We did notice a distinct line near the E baulk which we left as part of L1072.  If we don’t see anything exciting about this area we have left we will chop this down tomorrow.

One other exciting development is that we have decided to end the vicious cycle of 5 cm and spray to try to understand this trench.  We are pulling out the big pick axes and we will chop down until we hit something interesting.  More on this exciting development tomorrow.

