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Today was the day before we went to the ancient, yet modern, town of Urfa.  Not important to the day’s excavations, but it does explain the two day absence after this journal entry.

We began the day by once again going down in large increments of at least 10 cm at one time with the big pick so that we are able to move into a context which is better than the fill and possible pavement one that we have been stuck with.  We started our excavations in locus 1083, the fill locus that is to the N of the wall locus 1080.  We wanted to make this fill level with the fill to the S, locus 1082, because we feel that that area may at this time be coming down upon a surface, since we had the discovery of the interesting base-like structure yesterday.  After going down about 10 cm we were still in a fill locus it appeared.  

Another area in which we pushed down 10 cm was the area to the E of locus 1083.  This was all part of locus 1085.  We were only able to excavate the far N side of this locus, since we began this excavation at the end of the day.  Still appears to be fill when we excavate this area.

Another area of excavation was the removal of the cobbles which formed part of the cobble surface 1057.  We were able to create a good section of the cobbles, going down about 5 cm.  We removed all of the cobbles in half of the locus, then removed a small amount of the dirt, which we believe is associated with the cobbles.  Overall we went down 5 cm, as I already mentioned.  In the cobbles, right near the bottom of where we were excavating we found a bone needle or awl that we made a small find KT7 in locus 1057.  It was 3 cm long.  It was .45 m from the S baulk and 1.5 m from the E baulk and close to the middle of the locus 1057.

Pretty busy day today, as digging down 10 cm with the big pick in almost half of the trench is a time consuming operation that moves a lot of dirt.  We feel pretty good about the current strategy though, as you just stop using the big pick when you blast through ceramic mosaics.

