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Daily Trench Journal

Area F, Trench 1

August 4, 2002

We went to Urfa for a 2 night vacation, which explains the last trench journal being August 1.  Urfa was great, we bought some great carpets for great prices which we will hang up on our walls.  

We began the day by continuing our plan to big pick the trench until we hit something really cool that is easily identifiable as something other than fill.  We decided to remove the rest of L1085, as well as the ashy layer next to it, L1075.  We used the big pick on this ash layer, but the ashy soil only appeared to continue for another couple of centimeters.  Underneath the ashy layer, but still excavated as part of this locus, we found some huge pottery pieces which may be a meld with a piece of pottery which is currently in situ in locus 1088.

We ended the excavation of L1057 by continuing to screen all of the dirt which we excavated from the cobble locus, as we had done the day before.  No exciting small finds or anything like that today in the cobbles.  We opened locus 1087 for what appeared to be fill underneath the cobbles.  The cobbles in this locus were of two sizes, some smaller cobbles of about 3 to 5 cm each, and then larger cobbles of about 8 to 10 cm also.

Had epiphany that the small area where we had sectioned underneath 1080 should be a separate locus, so we named it locus 1088.  

Underneath the fill area 1085 and also 1075 where we had been excavating we ran into some rocks which appeared to be cobbles.  Much of the afternoon was spent moving to the N, S, E, and W to see how far these cobbles branched out.  This cobble surface was the very definition of something that we would put the big pick away for.  By the time we had finished articulating and following this cobble surface it stretched from the far NE corner of the trench to where we had sectioned off part of wall locus 1080, a length of more than three meters.  In addition we believe that it probably continues underneath this area and may continue the entire length of the trench.  The locus is thin, only .7 meters wide in some places and only .5 meters in other places.  May be a wall, may be a walking path if it is only one course deep.  This new locus is L1086.

Still have been unable to define other loci, but will do that in the next week.  So, to conclude the three new loci of the day were 1086 to 1088.
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