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Work began this morning on excavating the surface 1089 that we had come down upon in the last couple of days.  We could see that there were some ash pockets where it looked like we could pop off this surface and be upon a new surface.  This proved to be the case.  We were able to pop off with our trowels all of L1089, uncovering a new surface underneath which was a very hard light clay (munselled 7.5 yr 7/3 pinkish gray, looks very light compared with other loci) which also had some dark ash burned areas.  The areas weren’t soft or anything like that, it just looked like something had been burned on this hard clay surface in about four or five different places.  We named this new surface L1098, a baked clay surface with black burned areas.  It appeared that this area went right up to the other loci which are related to it, L1096, a new wall locus and L1095, the fill or different surface locus which is to the S of the L1089 (and now 1098).  There were also a couple of nice diagnostic rims which were flat lying on this surface.  Other than these rims the surface was pretty clean, although this may be the surface related to the buried jar which we have in the middle of the trench.  One other interesting part of this surface is that the surface area around the oven 1090 is orange while the rest of the surface is whiter.  I think that this was caused by the heat, but unfortunately it looks like all actual bricks of the oven wall are gone, all that is left is the foundation.  The surface around the oven has been given its own locus of L1091, the oven wall, although unfortunately it doesn’t look as though the bricks of any wall are still remaining.

At the same time this morning we were pushing further E in L1095, the fill or surface locus that we had begun yesterday as the area pretty much underneath L1082.  This area today had the addition of several large rocks, more like boulders in size than cobbles, rocks of approximately 15 to 20 cm long each.  There was also a very large flat rock which was abt. 30 cm long that was slightly to the S of the buried jar, but appeared to be part of this area and not the other surface 1089.

We took a plan shot of the new cobbles L1097.  Then we removed them.  Underneath these cobbles the cobbles appear to end for the time being and there appears to be a fill underneath which we will figure out later.

We also took down the area towards the E of the trench in two loci, L1092 and L1093.  L1092 is the fill to the S of the wall L1069.  We took down this area about 10 cm.  Not too many artifacts showed up.  From the section it looks like this new locus may actually be the end of the ashy pit areas which proceeded it.  L1093 is the area between the cobbles 1086 and the wall 1069.  Removal of dirt in this area actually revealed more cobbles, which was interesting, as we thought we had articulated all of the cobbles.  

Work for the next couple of days will involve removing the cobbles and figuring out how these cobbles related to the surface, whether they were a walkway related to the surface, or perhaps a walkway on the surface, or something like that.  We will also come across the surface, probably from the S going towards the N baulk as we excavate it 5 cm at a time.

