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July 29, 2002

This weekly summary only will deal with 2 ½ days at the site.  The rest of the week I was ill, so I was out at the site half of the week and ill the other half.  

Probably the best way to deal with this week’s summary is to talk about our ideas about the trench and show how the loci interact in the formation of these theories.  One of the major theories that we have now about the trench is that the majority of the trench has been covered by a large pavement and that most of the walls that we have pedestaled in the trench, including loci 1069, 1073, and 1076, were in fact just parts of the same super pavement.  The reason we have been unable to adequately reveal this pavement is that we believe that many of the bricks and bricky material are in the same color as the regular soil, while the bricks that we have been able to see have been a redder color (5 yr 5/4 Reddish Brown).  

This week we dealt with loci 1073 and 1072, which is the fill layer next to 1073, bricks.  In actuality they may both be parts of the same entity, because 1072 is a hard mudbricky fill, but we have been unable to fully articulate the bricks to see where they go or if indeed they go anywhere.

Elsewhere in the trench we found what we believe for now to be a “wall” L1080.  It was encountered because of the presence of two very clear parallel lines which identified it.  We split the previous locus 1078 and named the fill to the S of the wall 1082 and the fill to the N of the wall 1083.  We see more mudbrick fill or debris in 1082 than in 1083, but again it is hard to determine whether these are actual mudbricks or if instead it is slump from the collapse of a larger structure.

Finally, we had great hopes for the cobble surface 1057 which we were finally able to follow this week to see if it continued.  It did continue for a short distance, but only about 15 cm.  At the far N end of these cobbles we found a large flagstone.  This lends credence to the theories that these cobbles are a burial or an entrance to something from something.

We just need to blast through the mudbricks and get down to another context.  We have photos taken and unfortunately we may learn more from pictures of the section and various pictures of the loci than the actual digging process.  

No small finds were found during this week.  No artifacts of great importance were found that need to be talked about.
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