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Today we started excavating the two pits in the trench, L7050 and L7051.  L7050 was originally thought to be irregular in shape, but as excavation progressed it appeared to be circular in form with some hard material on the surface (maybe debris from off season elements?)  As Cengis excavated the texture of the dirt changed to a clayish substance – we did not change loci because we weren’t sure if the clay deposit was something that had been dumped into the pit.  We did, however, change KT bags and continued excavation.  After taking off another layer of about 5 cms, Cengis found quite a bit of flat lying pottery sherds and bones possibly indicating a surface.  It appears to me as though the initial pit was shallow and that we have completely dug through it.  We will officially close this locus tomorrow.


Pit L7051 was very similar to pit L7050.  After the initial 5 cms of silty loam, the dirt changed to a harder clayish substance.  Once again, we did not change loci, but we did change KT bags.  After another layer of excavation, the soil remained clayish so we sectioned the pit and opened L7058 in order to provide us with a window into what was going on.  During the next step of excavation, there was a white ashy area that came up and we took a sample (KT 7346).  After digging about 10 more cms of the same clay substance we determined that we probably were dealing with another shallow pit and that we had completely excavated it.  This pit will also be officially closed tomorrow.


We also started taking down elevation in L7056  by about 3-5 cms.  There was an area of virgin soil that appeared near the south baulk.  We will evaluate this after we have removed the dirt from the entire locus.


We also started excavating L7049 to see where it led.  It appears to be going south towards the center of the trench in a diagonal manner.  Interesting to note: we are finding a lot (over 5) lithic remains in this locus.


Tomorrow we will continue excavating L7049, L7056 and begin on L7047.

