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I was sick yesterday (July 16) so there is no journal for excavation for that day.

Today we started with cleaning the trench, closing and opening loci, and then we continued our excavation.  I closed both major fill loci – 7067 and 7068.  We had taken 3-6 cms. of fill off and had reached a new layer.  This layer (that exists on both the interior and exterior of structure 7053) has debris on it and constitutes loci 7069-7073, but has less debris than 7067 and 7068.  Hopefully this continues to indicate an upcoming surface not yet reached.

In order to be more concrete about the loci, I divided the trench in to 5 new fill loci.  L7069 is definitely located on the exterior of structure 7053 and L7070 is definitely located on the interior.  The biggest change comes in the eastern half of the trench.  I still assume the wall continues in a straight line to my eastern baulk, but where the wall definitely disappears, I opened up 3 arbitrary fill loci in an attempt to differentiate material remains.  L7071 is a possible exterior fill in the southeastern part of the trench; L7072 is a possible interior fill located in the center of the eastern part of the trench and L7073 is another possible exterior fill located in the northeastern part of the trench.

We excavated with the locus system today, meaning KT bags were distributed just on loci divisions and not based on the grid system.  We took up surfaces 7049 and 7059.  We took flotation samples and microanalysis samples of them and closed them.

The burial team has also completely removed burial 7054 in the southern part of the trench, so L7054 was closed today.  Cengis took down fill 7055, screened the dirt and took a flotation sample.  Interesting to note is a circular rock with a hole in the center.  It was under the burial, but seems to be more associated with the wall…perhaps a door post.

Besides that, I continued with the measured top plan.  This will probably be completed on Saturday.

